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1. COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 2015 
 

 

President  Aliye Geleto Anota 

Vice President  Elisha Kringas 

Secretary  Faye Scott 

Treasurer  Aimee Ellis 

4yo Enrolment Officer  Rivka Wells 

3yo Enrolment Officer  Adrienne Richardson and Julia Ozolins 

Social & Fundraising  Pippa Casey 

Social & Fundraising  Karen Supalak 

Social & Fundraising  Lucy Blakeley 

Maintenance Coordinator  Faye Scott 

Working Bee Officer  Simon Spruyt 

Quality Officer  Aimee Ellis  

Publicity Officer  Julia Ozolins 

General Committee  Rachel Turley  

General Committee  Sarah Terrell 

General Committee Vacant 

Group Representative (Dolphins)  Karen Reiter 

Group Representative (Penguins)  Michelle McCann 

Group Representative (Sea Stars) Vacant 
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2. STAFF 2015 

Jenny Devlin 
Sea Stars (4yo) Teacher and Director 

 

Michelle Glover 
Sea Stars (4yo) Co-Educator 

 
  

Veronica Russell  
Penguins (4yo) Teacher 

 
 

Halina Chcosnik  
Penguins (4yo) Co-Educator 

 

Josie Milner  
Dolphins (3yo) and  

Penguins (4yo) Teacher Fridays 

 

Linda Churchward  
Dolphins (3yo) Co-Educator 
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3. PRESIDENTS AND VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Aliye Geleto Anota and Elisha Kringas 

2015 saw the lowest enrolments that Mentone Pre School had seen in some years (which 
was also common amongst kindergartens within the City of Kingston).   
 
Despite this year’s enrolment downturn, the committee has continued to focus on the 
feedback received from the past, present and future families of the kindergarten and the 
greater community and in turn have made changes for 2015/16 to ensure the future 
viability of Mentone Pre School. 
 
In 2015 the committee has achieved: 
 

 New timetable for 2016 - offering longer hours and a fairer distribution of sessions for 
all groups.  We thank the staff for their support and input in making these changes. 

 Planned facility upgrades for January 2016.  This will see a new deck and doors 
installed to cater for a new indoor/outdoor program 

 Building improvements - including a new office, painting of the foyer, new signage, 
revamped front yard 

 Upgrading of all office technology 

 Successful grant applications of $5500 

 Overall "Meeting Standard" rating during our ACECQA assessment rating 

 Fundraising of over $5500 

 Purchase of new playroom and outdoor equipment (including books, puzzles, sports 
equipment , toys) 

 New Veggie patch - so each group has a bigger section to grow their vegetables. 
 
On behalf of the committee we would like to acknowledge the staff for the tireless work 
they do each year to ensure the children receive a quality pre-school education. 
 
We would also like to thank the 2015 committee members. Those that were involved this 
year proved invaluable to the kinder community.  Some committee members took on 3 
roles to ensure the kinder ran smoothly and that all requirements were met.      
  
We wish the 2016 committee all the best and hope they continue to promote all that 
Mentone Pre School has to offer.  

We also wish the 2016 committee all the best and hope they continue to promote all that 
Mentone Pre School has to offer.  
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4. TREASURERS REPORT 

Aimee Ellis 

 

At the end of the period of October 2014 – September 2015 Mentone Pre-School 

Association Inc has run at a loss of just under $12,000.  Due to the low enrolments (which 

was noted across the local area), additional maintenance expenditures and additional 

staffing requirements (due to illness) this does not come as a shock to the committee.   

 

We do have cash reserves to ensure we are still in a financial position to run our 

kindergarten for 2016 and beyond.  However, when looking at our cash on hand, we must 

remember the following: 

 

1. We are required to hold funds to cover portable sick leave and long service leave 

entitlements for our staff.  At present, that needs to be approximately $45,000 which 

must be held in a separate account.  We have this held in a term deposit earning 

interest of 2.65% with interest credited at maturity (2 October 2016).   

 

2. Mentone Pre-School is NOT a council owned facility.  We own the land and building 

and therefore must be in a position to maintain and improve on our facilities - at our 

own expense.   We have committed to expenditure of $35,000 for improvements to 

the building over the 2015/16 holidays.  We have received some funding from local 

council and hope to receive further grants which have been applied for. 

 

Some of our purchases this year were a beautiful locally made picnic table, outdoor play 

equipment, puzzles, vegetable patches and office equipment (laptop and ipad).  We also 

revamped the front grounds of the kindergarten and renovated the office space. I think we 

would all agree that we have achieved a lot this year. 

 

On behalf of the committee I would like to thank our grant writer, Elisha and also our 

fundraising team (made up of Pip, Karen and Lucy) who have worked tirelessly to raise funds 

to go toward the new doors and deck. 

 

I would personally like to thank Elisha who has been my sounding board & co-signee for the 

last 2 years. Many thanks to Colin from KALC Services for his continued support and 

guidance. 

 

This is my final year as a parent at Mentone Pre-School and I have thoroughly enjoyed my 3 

years on the committee.   Joining the committee is an experience that I would highly 

recommend.  I value the friendships that I have made and also the knowledge that I have 

gained.   Mentone Pre -School is an amazing place for all children and their families and I am 

eternally grateful for the support I have received from the staff and committee, not only in 

my role as the Treasurer but most importantly, as Dylan’s mum. 
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5. SEA STARS AND DIRECTORS REPORT 

Jenny Devlin 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our Sea Star families of 2016, and look 

forward to a year of learning and development and lots of fun together. Our year will begin 

with a session where we exchange information with each other-you with details about your 

child and contact details, immunisation records, and doctor’s details and so on. I will share 

some information about snack and lunch food, birthday celebrations and duty rosters, as 

well as give information about our sessions and program.  

 

I would also like to thank this year’s Sea Star families for the many ways which the program 

has been enriched by the contribution of parents, Aunts, Uncles and Grandparents  into 

sessions- thorough being on duty and interacting with the children, coming along on our 

many outings, and spending special times with us sharing a particular skill . 

 

Our year began with introductory sessions where small groups were able to meet and share 

information together. After this the shorter sessions began with small groups of children 

giving Michelle Glover, co-educator in the Sea Star group, and myself time to spend 

individually with each child. In this way, when all the children began together we had 

already established a connection with each child, making our time together less 

overwhelming and more secure.  

 

After these 3 of these shorter sessions with half the group we began full time sessions with 

the whole group. 

 

We settled quickly into happy, productive, social sessions, and it has continued thus 

throughout this year.  

 

There are a number of themes which re occur and become embedded in the program 

throughout the year.  

 

Numeracy is one of them. Counting, counting on, grouping items, sorting, 

measuring, estimating, and quantity, recognising numerals, adding, 

subtracting, and working with volume, creating and recognising patterns, 

volume, and shape!    

 

Each session provides many opportunities for us to use mathematical concepts and 

vocabulary in incidental and spontaneous moments, such as: “Let's get three blocks each – 

now we have 6 blocks” and “Which way will that piece of the puzzle fit?” 

 

Estimating how many scoops of sand will be needed to fill up the bucket; more, less, full, 

empty, longer, shorter, are all embedded in the day to day play of the program.  

 

There are also the more formal, intentional teaching opportunities. Some of these include 

counting as we gather to come inside – “Is everyone here? We should have 20 children here 

today. Lets count together to check”; looking together at plants in the playground - ”That 
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tree is very tall - what about this bush?“; enjoying stories together “How many people are at 

the party now?“; using scales and measuring tapes in both formal and informal activities 

were also part of the program this year; children needed to think about shape and direction 

when helping  to create obstacle courses for each other in the playground using curved and 

straight balance sections; voting for the names of our pet bunnies was also an experience of 

which is more 12 or 10?  

 

These are a few of the maths experiences we enjoy on a daily basis. 

 

Our program is also packed with literacy learning opportunities throughout each session. 

 

To highlight the importance of stories and books I wear a badge each session with the title 

page of the story of the day, and display the book on a shelf in readiness for the reading of it 

at the end of the session. The children soon come in and check my badge and book on the 

shelf to ensure they match and in anticipation of enjoying our story time together. 

 

I sometimes have had to rush into the office to change my badge and grab a book if 

something important has occurred during the session which a particular book would be 

perfect for - e.g. “Our Cubby“ if there has been a moment where sharing was an issue, or 

“Ginger“ about a cat when we discovered a visiting cat in the playground!  

 

We have pencils and textas and crayons to create drawings and always 

encourage the children to tell us the story of their drawing – sometimes 

it’s a simple tale of “Mummy and I at the park“ or a much more detailed 

and complicated story involving rainbows and unicorns and fairies and 

danger and rescue! Words are beginning to appear on the drawings now 

too as some children become more aware of spelling and the rules of 

written communication. 

 

There are also the complicated play scenarios that the children develop and delight in as 

consummate story tellers themselves - "I’m the Mum and I am going to work and you say 

‘What time will you be home?'  “yeah and then I cry and say’’  'It’s not fair! I never get to go 

out” cos I’m the teenager” and so the play story develops. This year the children have 

particularly loved play focused on family - picnics, home life, 'outings’ to ‘parks‘and ‘shops’. 

They have also loved creeping into cubbies and enriching their play and communication 

within. The sandpit, tan bark kitchen and mud pit have all been popular in adding props for 

play. These all add to the children's language expressions as they develop their literacy skills 

through interactions with each other and staff. 

 

Other literacy opportunities are the Communication Book in which families have shared 

experiences big – holidays to the snow and sun, or small but meaningful – Autumn leaves 

picked up on the way to kindergarten. Children have also enjoyed sharing with the group 

the trophies they have won – in Tamil school, soccer and ballet, which has given them an 

opportunity to speak and share their experiences in a way which can be understood by us all 

and creates the need to order ones thoughts and ideas clearly. 
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We have also enjoyed many creative activities – with many 

colours of paint including sparkly glitter paint, mixing colours, 

thin runny drippy paint, thick sludgy gooey paint, finger paint, 

water colour paint; thick brushes, thin brushes, short and long 

brushes, sponges, basting brushes and dish mops; big paper, 

small paper, thick paper and fine delicate tissue paper; clay, play 

dough in an array of colours and smells such as orange and 

eucalyptus, other experiences with  sensory play have been with 

goop, sludge, water, natural materials such as prickly pine cones, 

smooth pebbles, spiky bottle brush pods, an array of shells of  

varied shapes and colours.  We have also had floaty fabrics and 

heavier stiffer felt amongst our play props. 

 

Dancing and moving to music and playing claves, drums, bells, cymbals, 

thunder boxes and tambourines have been enjoyed by us all. We have been 

quiet, loud, fast, slow, high pitched and low and rumbly as well. We have used 

instruments and our bodies to develop complex movement patterns and 

sounds. 

 

Science – biology, chemistry and physics - has been a regular part of our programme too. 

We made gyrocopters to spin through the air; watched oil and water separate; planted 

daffodil bulbs and watched them grow bloom and deteriorate in readiness for next year's 

growth; we have planted and harvested vegetables and watched our rabbit kittens change 

from tiny pink wriggling babies to fluffy jumping adorable bunnies. 

 

Cooking has been a favourite activity this year too – with muffins, pancakes, rainbow cup 

cakes, frittatas, tuna pasta salad amongst the meals and snacks prepared. It all culminated 

in our wonderful chefs preparing ALL the food for each other on the last day of term! 

 

We have enjoyed many outings and incursions throughout the year.  

We walked to purchase Hot Cross Buns for Easter and ate them 

together at a local park (Wednesday 25th March); we caught the train 

to Parkdale Library for a literacy rich story and singing and dancing 

time (Wednesday 22nd July); a bus took us to the Cranbourne Traffic 

School to reinforce our Road Safety and Fire Safety concepts 

(Wednesday 19th August); we visited St Patricks Primary School to 

enjoy the extensive playground facilities (Wednesday 16th 

September); Mentone Primary School for a Boori (Monty) Pryor 
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storytelling and music session; we will be going on a swimming excursion and to the Royal 

Botanic Gardens before the year is over too. 

 

Mothers Day Morning Tea was the culmination of a busy fortnight making a present and 

card for our Mums (Wednesday 6th May); a Fathers Night was so well attended and enjoyed 

by us all as Dads and Special People spent precious time with their child and took home the 

present created and sealed with love (Wednesday 2nd September); Grandparents Week will 

be enjoyed by us too I’m sure (Monday and Wednesday 19th and 21st October). 

 

We celebrated Book Week with a Dress Up As Your Favourite Character Day and brought 

along our favourite books to share with one another (Wednesday 26th August); Naidoc week 

with lots of indigenous stories, games and activities (Monday 13th - Thursday 16th July); we 

celebrated National Harmony Day by mixing yellow and red to create the orange of the day 

and making hand prints on flags (Thursday 19th March). We are looking forward to 

International Children's Week and are having a National Costume Day (Wednesday 28th 

October) where we will wear a national costume of the culture of our choice. We will 

celebrate Christmas with a pageant and presents and songs!  

 

It has been such a delightful year – and for this I would like to firstly thank each Sea Star 

parent for entrusting their child to Michelle Glover and myself and for creating such 

wonderful children which have been a delight to teach and interact with. 

 

The 2015 Committee of Management have been remarkable in their achievements – seeing 

the kindergarten through a National Quality Assessment in which we passed with flying 

colours and even achieving an Excellent Rating in the Community Participation Quality Area. 

Much thanks must go to Aimee Ellis in her outstanding work to document and set in place 

policies and procedures as required.  

 

Major improvements to staff and parent facilities have been achieved through the tireless 

efforts of Elisha Kringas, who continues to oversee the other major renovation of the 

opening up of the playroom to the playground which will facilitate the ability to run a 

developmentally appropriate indoor/outdoor program. 

 

The Social Committee spearheaded by Pippa Casey, Lucy Blakely and Karen Supalak who 

planned and executed a fabulous Trivia Night on Saturday 18th July. Other fundraising events 

and items have all contributed to the improvements in facilities and materials for the 
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children to learn from and enjoy. Rivka Wells has worked tirelessly in her capacity as 4 year 

old Enrolment Officer, maintaining communication with new families and with staff.   

 

Each member of the Committee contributed greatly by attending meetings, voicing opinions 

and supporting the final decision made, and by helping to achieve success in a myriad of 

different ways in whatever way they are able. For this we appreciate each one!  

 

I also wish to thank each of my colleagues at Mentone Pre School! Michelle Glover is a 

dynamo of ideas and meaningful activity – I would be lost without her!  

 

Josie Milner is quiet and wise and a great sounding board and terrific counsel - thank you. 

 

Thank you to Ronnie Russell for her ideas and the care she takes to create a great program 

for Penguins. 

 

Halina Chcosnik makes us laugh and helps us all enjoy art and creativity in ourselves and the 

children - thank you! 

 

Linda Churchward works quietly with Dolphins to guide their play and develop their ideas - 

and she orders our regular supplies of art and craft and hygiene and play materials. 

 

Tina has been an additional staff member for 2015 and has worked warmly with the 

Penguins group.  We thank her for her contribution to the program. 

 

You each make work a very stimulating, interesting and enjoyable place to be - Thank you!  
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6. PENGUINS REPORT 

Veronica (Ronnie) Russell  

Hello and welcome to Mentone Pre School General Meeting for 2015.  The Penguin Group 

of 2015 has been quite an intimate group with only fourteen children enrolled at the 

beginning of the year, over the year the numbers grew to eighteen. The boys were 

outnumbered by far in the group with only four boys and fourteen girls! Although our 

numbers were low our learning still sounded like we had twenty-five children in the 

kindergarten room!  

 

Throughout the year, in conjunction with my co-educators, we devised developmentally 

appropriate programs where we set learning goals for the children, both group goals and 

individual goals, provided learning experiences and opportunities for the children to achieve 

these goals, then reflect on these using the elements incorporated in the “Early Learning 

Years Framework Outcomes” (ELYF). This information is always displayed, to share with 

parents and families in the foyer of the kindergarten on the Penguins pin board. 

 

We began the year with interviews with parents about their child and short kindergarten 

session so that we could meet everyone and take our time to get to know those who would 

become our special kinder friends. We were able to transition the children in a relaxed safe 

environment and begin to develop their sense of belonging. 

 

The children began to discover the various learning areas in the kindergarten environment. 

In the beginning the children enjoyed many sensory experiences including sand and water 

play, finger paint and shaving cream. Play base learning offers the children opportunities to 

develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation, confidence and creativity to 

name a few.  

 

It was evident from the beginning that this group of children 

were naturals when it came to dramatic play and role 

playing. In our group time we began to sing finger action 

songs such as “Three Cheeky 

Monkeys” and “Five Cheeky 

Monkeys Jumping on the Bed” 

it did not take long for the 

children to act out these songs with props with great 

enjoyment. This is also the time that Halina taught us “The 

Penguin Song” that she wrote for us. This has been our group 

song and we sing it often.  
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Some of term one’s learning evolved from one child finding a 

caterpillar’s cocoon in her garden at home, observing it, taking 

photos and sharing it with her peers.   Children resource their 

own learning through connecting with people, places and 

nature. Here the children benefited from shared learning 

exploration. The children explored the lifecycle of a butterfly 

and were able to explore this concept using their imaginations 

and creative play.  

 

We ended our term one with our first excursion. We walked to Baker’s Delight in our local 

community to purchase a ‘hot cross bun’ then continued on to the park were we ate and 

had a play together. By taking part in these types of activities children develop a sense of 

belonging to groups and communities and an understanding of the reciprocal rights and 

responsibilities necessary for active civic participation.  

 

The last day of term one the children were surprised by a visit from the Easter Bunny who 

filled the baskets the children had previously made with eggs.  

 

Term two arrived before we knew it. Through talking about and looking at the world around 

us we discovered that sometimes the leaves on the 

trees change colour and fall to the ground. This time of 

year is called Autumn!   While outdoors and learning 

about the changes in our environment the children 

were busy making ‘Wombat Stew’ (some called it 

‘Wombat Spew!!!!), then 

became bees and made so 

much honey that honey 

became the focus of the 

group. This led us to our learning about bees and how they 

make honey. Halina found us some honeycomb that we 

extracted the honey from and enjoyed it in its purest form, on 

a piece of bread!  
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On Wednesday 29th April the children were joined by well known children’s entertainer Paul 

Jamieson. They listened, sang, and danced to Paul’s music. A wonderful time was had by all; 

it was a great opportunity for the children to express themselves through music and dance. 

The children continue to enjoy Paul’s music in our group times in various sessions.  

 

On Tuesday 5th May the children invited their Mum’s or special friend to kindergarten for 

our ‘Mother’s Day’ morning tea. In the sessions before the children especially prepared fruit 

loaf for the morning tea with their Mum. We participated by enjoying a drink and some cake, 

sitting at beautifully set tables with lace doilies and flowers, then the children sang chosen 

songs, read a story all together and finished off by presenting all Mum’s with a handmade 

gift and wishing them a Happy Mother’s Day, of course!  

 

Although numeracy and literacy learning is embedded within the program throughout the 

year in every learning opportunity, there are times when intentional learning in these areas 

is at the forefront. For most of term two a math’s table was set up. Here the children 

explored and focused on various concepts.  

 

The children used rules for measurement, scales to learn about weight and more. 

Mathematical discussions were had to communicate mathematical ideas and concepts and 

reflective thinking occurred to consider why things happen. We also charted our height and 

discovered how tall we were in centimetres.   
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The children initiated our intentional focus on literacy skills 

development. We presented paper in the form of a book and the 

children began illustrating pictures of their stories and writing 

some words. Illustrations are an important part of book making as 

they assist to tell the story and help the children clarify what they 

are writing about. The children showed interest in letters and 

writing and were eager to progress their pre writing skills. Children 

recognised their name, the first letter in their name and the letters 

that made up their name. Most children in the group also write 

their name.  

 

Role playing continued throughout term three, especially 

during our outdoor time. Fairy tales such as ‘Sleeping Beauty’ 

and ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ were often acted out in 

sequence and with meaning! The term ended with a fitting 

excursion to Mentone Primary School to watch the year 5 & 

6’s performance of ‘Puttin’ on the Hits’! 

 

Straight into term three! Time flies when you’re having fun! Literacy is a vital and major part 

of the pre school curriculum. Reading stories, looking at 

books, the words and the pictures, verbal and non verbal 

communication is a constant occurrence in every kinder 

session. In order to let the children know they have access to 

books within the community, the children visited Parkdale 

Library by train on Friday 24th July. They were met by a 

librarian who read many interesting stories and showed them 

around the library!  

 

Through observations and discussion with staff it was decided 

that the children would take part in ‘science Friday’ each week. 

Intention teaching that is fun, interactive and exciting. 

Materials are provided for various 

experiments and children are encouraged to 

hypothesize what the results of the 

experiments may be and why. Results are 

then discussed, explored and recorded. So far this year we have melted ice 

with hot and cold water and recorded the time difference, we have made a 

volcano and watched it erupt, we changed the 

colours of flowers by adding food dye to the water, 

and we made popcorn! WOW - how did that 

happen?  

 

Colour mixing was also an interest we extended this term. The 

children learnt about primary colours and which of these mix 

together to make secondary colours. We also painted our own colour 

wheels discussing shades and tones.  
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As well as discussing how to make colours we also talked about what certain colours can 

mean, especially when it comes to road safety. Red means stop and green means go! The 

children got to practice how to safely cross and use the roads within our community either 

as a bike rider or a pedestrian on our excursion to Casey Traffic School on Tuesday 18th 

August. It is a fantastic learning facility that consists of a small town with roads and different 

traffic arrangements that children can use. Here, we also learnt what to do in case of a fire. 

We went into a specific room set up like a house where the children were alerted to fire 

dangers and taught the steps to take to keep themselves safe.  

 

On Tuesday 24th August the Australian animals from ‘Wild Action’ Zoo came to visit us at 

kindergarten. We met two lizards, two snakes (pythons), a turtle, a rainbow lorikeet, a tree 

frog. Best of all we had the opportunity to get up close and personal with Julius the 

crocodile and Bruce the koala. The children really enjoyed the experience where they could 

explore relationships with different living things. It also gave the children an opportunity to 

show growing appreciation and care for Australian animals that live in the Australian 

environment.  

 

As we continued through this very busy term the Penguin 

children celebrated book week by bringing in their favourite 

book from home the share with their kinder friends and on 

Wednesday 26th August the children came dressed as their 

favourite book character. It was wonderful to see the children 

engaging with a range of text and get meaning from these texts.  

 

In conjunction with Father’s day which is a 

special day for most families within the 

community the Penguin group children hosted a 

‘Father’s Night’ on Wednesday 2nd September, 

where the children came back to kinder, at night 

time, with their Dad and shared kinder activities, 

songs, a story and lastly, a handmade gift for Dad too! So much excitement 

and a special night enjoyed by all.  
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As term three came to an end we were still able to fit another two special events in. To help 

us to feel connected to our community St Patrick’s primary school invited us to explore their 

sustainability garden and have our snack on the school grounds. Some children were already 

familiar with the school, some were excited to be in their new school for 2016, but all 

children discovered their favourite thing in the school garden.  

 

As usual, term three ended with a fun party day, our 

Footy/Sport Day. The children were invited to wear 

their sport/footy team colours and a lunch of party 

pies was had! Various ball games and ball skill 

activities filled the session.  

 

We have now arrived at the pointy end of the year. Term four, we have so much more in 

store! In the first two weeks of the term we have already welcomed the arrival of Vanessa 

the mother rabbit and her five kittens. The rabbits will be with us for another two weeks 

where the children can watch them grow, assist with feeding them, change their water and 

keep the hutch clean. The children will come to understand the gentleness required to 

achieve healthy, happy and well developed rabbits. We also enjoyed our Teddy Bear’s picnic 

where we made and ate honey sandwiches, and took part in our first ever off site 

kindergarten session. We met at Mentone Primary School to be entertained by Boori 

(Monty) Pryor and aboriginal teacher then walked the Dolomore Park enjoying a play on the 

equipment, our snack and a story. Parents picked up their children from the park.  

 

In the coming weeks we will continue to prepare the children for school as we continue 

working on puzzles, continue to create with an array of various resources and materials and 

enjoy our relationships with our peers as we socialise and continue to learn through play. 

We are going to take part in an international costume day as a part of children’s week and 

invite our Grandparents to kindergarten. We are also taking part in two more incursions, 

‘Responsible Pet Program’ and ‘Ready Steady Go’ ball skills program. Fitting in another two 

excursions is happening too! We will be going swimming with our kinder friends and visiting 

the Botanical Gardens travelling there in a big bus! Lastly, the Penguin group children will 

end their pre school year with a concert for family and friends and of course a party! 

 

Finally, I’d like to finish by expressing my gratitude and thanks to the staff at Mentone Pre 

School. Jenny, Josie, Halina, Michelle and Linda, it has been a pleasure to work with you all. 

The continuous support and encouragement you have provided me has meant so much to 

me. I admire you all for the dedication and commitment you give to your profession and to 

the children and families of our kindergarten. Special thanks to Jenny for being such an 

understanding educational leader, to Josie for you valuable input into our Penguin program 

which the children have benefitted from so much, and finally to Halina for your enthusiasm 

and thoughtfulness. 

 

I would also like to thank Tina who has been a great support to the Penguins group and to 
the program. 
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Thank you also to the dedicated Kindergarten Committee for supporting us, listening and 

wanting to make our kindergarten better than it already is! You all give up so much of your 

time to make our kinder run smoothly on a day to day basis, as well as working towards 

moving positively into the future. Your efforts have not gone unnoticed; we are so 

appreciative of all your contributions. 

 

We look forward to welcoming the new children and families to Mentone Pre School in 2016, 

we hope that you and your child can create everlasting memories of the pre school years. 
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7. DOLPHINS REPORT 

Josie Milner 

Hello to all the Dolphins families of 2015.   

 

Looking back it is always difficult to summarise a whole year as there is so much growth, 

development and fun to reflect on.  The Dolphins this year have been a happy social and enthusiastic 

group.  They have enjoyed each other’s company and have made strong friendships from the 

beginning. 

 

We began our year with a mixture of children who found it difficult to separate from Mum or Dad 

and those who couldn't wait for them to go!! Term 1 began with a focus on getting to know each 

other and making kinder a place where we all felt a sense of belonging. As recognised in our 

Victorian and National early years frameworks, providing an environment that is welcoming, 

respectful and inclusive is a vital part of ensuring our children grow and develop as individuals. The 

positive relationships we formed with the children and the clear routines we established during our 

early days at kinder helped the children gain a sense of security and belonging.  Linda and I loved 

watching the children quickly settle and many of them formed friendships which have continued to 

develop throughout the year.  For others developing friendships has been a slower process but we 

recognise that each child is an individual and respect them for their differences.  

 

For many of the children this was their first experience of being part of a group, a group where we 

had to share, take turns, communicate, compromise and co-operate.  All these skills are life skills 

that we hope to continue develop into next year as they enjoy the additional hours of four year old 

kindergarten. 

 

This year our dolphins have loved getting messy!  From day one they have enjoyed many sensory 

experiences as they use all their senses to explore their world.  Sensory exploration provides 

important opportunities for all children to learn by exploring and our dolphins this year have 

definitely enjoyed lots of exploring!   

Mud pies, finger painting, corn flour goop, shaving cream, beans and pebbles are just some of the 

sensory activities that we have enjoyed.   
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The children have also enjoyed other interest such as fire trucks, cars, sewing, drawing, musical 

instruments and of course we can’t forget the dress ups!  We have had lots and lots of Elsa’s, fire 

fighters, fairies, princesses and princes.  We were lucky enough to have some costumes donated this 

year and I have to say that they have definitely been put to good use! 

 

Songs, games and stories have also been a big part of our time with the dolphins this year.  Although 

we have had lots that we've loved to share together I must say that hairy Fred has been our favorite 

it wouldn't feel right if Lucy didn't request Hairy Fred at mat time!  Songs, stories and games are a 

part of the program that develops and supports language, literacy, numeracy, concentration and 

social awareness and expectations.   

 

SPECIAL EVENTS! 

Throughout the year we have been lucky enough to enjoy some special events together. They have 
included: 
 

 A visit from Paul Jamieson the music man 

 Mothers and special friends morning tea 

 Book week – a visit from our local librarian and our special, book themed dress up day. 

 Dad’s and special friend night. 

 African drumming incursion 

 Rabbit rearing program 

 Wild Action visit – Australian animals. 

 Grandparent’s Day. 

 International costume day to celebrate children's week.  
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As you can see it’s been a fun filled year!  These incursions and special events are all chosen to give 

the children the opportunity to explore their world, community and interests.  We hope that they 

have made their kinder experience positive and fun. 

We can’t forget the special visits we enjoyed from Sofia’s dad Ben and his ukulele as well as Tieran’s 

Grandma who shared the story of the rainbow clown.  We also have to recognise the support you all 

offered while on duty.  We hope you enjoyed your time with your child and their friends and we are 

extremely grateful for helping Linda and I during a busy and fun filled sessions.  Parent involvement 

in the kinder program is such a vital part of ensuring that children feel that kinder is a happy and safe 

place to be.  The families of the 2015 Dolphins have been a great group to get to know over the year 

as they have been so involved while on duty and generally made kinder a welcoming place to be. 

 

I would also like to thank Linda for all her hard work this year with the Dolphins. Linda makes all our 

children and their families feel so welcome and works so hard at supporting individuals and 

recognising their needs. All her work with the Dolphins is greatly appreciated.   

 

For the families of 2016 we welcome you look forward to a year just as exciting and fun as this year.  
For those of you not sure about what to expect at kinder, here are some things that might give you 
some ideas. 
 
• Noise, but happy noise of children exploring, talking, sharing, negotiating learning and 

hopefully having fun! 
 

• A play based program where children learn by doing.  Play encourages social interaction, 
friendships, language development and allows children to try, experiment, ask questions, 
solve problems and engage in critical thinking without fear of failure.  As an example we may 
look an activity such as play dough.  There are so many things a child may learn at the play 
dough table, they are developing fine motor strength in preparation for writing, they are 
sharing equipment, taking turns, developing language skills and we talk about shapes, texture 
and ideas, they are using their imagination and the list goes on and on....So remember they're 
not just "playing", they’re learning vital life skills!! 
 

• Children at different stages of development, with different strengths and weaknesses, like and 
dislikes. 
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To finish off I would like to send out a big thank you to the Mentone Pre School staff committee and 

families for making 2015 such an enjoyable year.  All the staff have had a busy year and the 

accreditation process was rewarding but demanding.  I would like to especially acknowledge Jenny 

Delvin’s work throughout the lead up to the assessment, your time and dedication is greatly 

appreciated.  

 

Working with the Penguin staff, Ronnie, Halina and Tina this year has been a great experience and it 

is so rewarding to work with such a great team.    I would like to thank all the Penguin children and 

families for a fun and exciting year. I also wish them well in the year ahead and hope that their 

kindergarten year has prepared them well for a positive and exciting beginning to school life.  

 

We are so lucky to have such a collaborative team at Mentone Pre School and I thank all the staff for 

all their ideas, hard work and support throughout the year. 

 

The Committee of Management have also worked so tirelessly to support staff and make the 

preschool a place that is inviting and fun for all the children.  They have consistently worked on grant 

applications, renovations, fundraising, maintenance and ensuring that our preschool is running 

professionally and efficiently. We can’t thank you enough for all your continuing work and support. 

 

Wishing you all a safe and happy Christmas and new year. 
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8. THREE YEAR OLD ENROLMENT OFFICER REPORT 

Adrienne Richardson and Julia Ozolins 

We began 2015 with still one position vacant however this was filled in March. 

The Open Day was held on the 2nd of May which is when the enrolment period for 2016 

opened, 8 applications were accepted on the day. 

The enrolment policy was revised this year to include children whose birthday falls between 

the 31st of January and the 4 year old enrolment cut off the 31st of April.  The new policy 

states that children who turn 3 before the beginning of Term 1 of the year of attendance 

can apply and be accepted for enrolment from the Open Day onwards. Children who turn 3 

after the beginning of Term 1 and before the 31st of April can apply as soon as they turn 3 

years old. New email addresses were opened to separate 3 and 4 year old enquiries. The 

new email address for 3 year old enquiries is 3yoenrolments@mentonepreschool.com.au. 

Adrienne Richardson resigned as 3 year old Enrolment Officer in August as she returned to 

the UK with her family, hopefully not for very long.  Julia Ozolins current Publicity Officer 

took over the role for rest of the year with the plan to continue the role in 2016. 

In total, so far, we have received 28 formal applications as well as a few telephone enquires 

which have not progressed into formal applications.  This has resulted in 14 accepted places, 

10 places offered and declined, and 4 applications still pending. We have also recently had 2 

enquiries, from which we are waiting to receive the application forms.   

As there has not been an oversubscription to the Dolphin group for 2016 it has not been 

necessary to prioritise or refuse any eligible applicants. The 3 year old group for 2016 is 

currently made up of 9 girls and 5 boys.   

The fall in number of applications for 3 year old kindergarten this year seems to be 

consistent with other preschools in the Kingston Zone.  Reasons for this trend may be 

attributed to a lower birth rate in the corresponding years and the growing number of 

families which choose to use childcare instead of preschool to utilise a kindergarten 

program.  This appears to be due to the convenience of childcare and increase working 

hours of both parents in the household. 

 

  

mailto:3yoenrolments@mentonepreschool.com.au


 

Mentone Pre School Annual Report 2015___________________________________________________________ 24 

9. FOUR YEAR OLD ENROLMENT OFFICER REPORT 

Rivka Wells 

We began 2015 with both classes under subscribed.  Sea Stars with 23 children and 

Penguins with 16.  We have seen several changes throughout the year, finishing in term 4 

with a full Sea Star class of 25 and 18 in penguins.  The remaining 7 available places were 

unable to be filled. 

 

This year has been a big year for change.  We have seen the introduction of an online 

application process with Kingston council, and due to community demand, we have 

introduced a new timetable for 2016.  We are hoping this will attract more students to the 

pre-school and be more accommodating for working parents.  After a great response to a 

survey of 2016 enrolments the new timetable, outlined below, was adopted.  

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8.30am-2.45pm 8.15am-1.15pm 8.15am-12.15pm 8.15am-10.45am 8.15am-2.15pm 

Penguins Penguins Sea stars Dolphins Sea stars 

6 hours 15mins 5 hours 4 hours 2 hours 30mins 6 hours 

     
 

2.00pm-4.30pm 12.45pm-4.30pm 11.30am-4.30pm 
 

 
Dolphins Penguins Sea stars 

 

 
2 hours 30mins 3 hours 45mins 5 hours 

 
 

2016 will also see introduction of reduced teacher to child ratios.  Class sizes for 2016 have 

therefore also reduced to a maximum number of 22 children.  This means Mentone Pre 

School can take a total of 44 children in 4 year old kindergarten.  Currently there are 37 

children enrolled, and we are holding 1 place for a child having a second year of 4 year old 

kindergarten, leaving a total of 6 places still available.   

 

Due to 2 consecutive years of having 4 year old kindergarten classes not full, the committee 

has discussed and actioned several marketing strategies and improvements including a 

letter drop, trash and treasure day and upgrade of the front of kinder.  The improvements 

to the back of the kindergarten due to occur over the summer break will also help to 

increase our exposure and appeal. 

 

Looking forward to an exciting 2016! 
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10. WORKING BEE AND MAINTENANCE REPORT  

Simon Spruyt and Faye Scott 

This year the committee trialled Working Bees by class groups and it turned out to be a 
great success. It gave parents the opportunity to meet and interact with other parents 
whose children were in the same class as their own child. In Term 1, the Sea Stars group 
attended the first Working Bee, with our Dolphin group in Term 2 followed by the Penguins 
group in Term 3.  
 
We had a great turnout of Mums, Dads and helpers at each Working Bee, with the regular 
tasks of cleaning of tables, chairs, painting easels, water bottle/lunch trays, foyer and a tidy 
up of the outdoor play areas and gardens being completed. Larger tasks handled during the 
year were window cleaning, kitchen cupboards tidy up, gutters emptied, sheds tidied and 
tanbark replacement.  
 
This year the paths were also pressure cleaned and the rear handrail, sanded and painted, 
both tasks enhancing the appearing of the rear area.  
 
The Working Bees gave parents who work during the week the chance to participate and 
contribute back to their child’s pre school and we were fortunate to have fairly good 
weather at each event.  
 
We also had some minor repairs carried out throughout the year including; 
 

 Adjusted the taps in the bathroom to create less water on the floor 

 Replaced the stoppers on the toilet seats 

 Affixed hooks to hang up adult brooms 

 Fixed the wooden storage box lid/hinge 

 Repaired the noisy office door 

 Had an electrician fix a faulty light switch 

 Repairs carried out to the boat  

 The roller door was serviced 
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11. QUALITY REPORT 

Aimee Ellis 

In April 2015, Mentone Pre-School had our long awaited ACECQA (Australian Children’s 
Education & Care Quality Authority) assessment.  Children's education and care services 
covered under the Education and Care Services National Law are assessed and rated against 
the National Quality Standard. The process reflects a uniform approach to assessment and 
reporting across the range of service settings.  
 
We were very pleased to receive the following ratings:  
 

Quality 
Area # 

Quality Area Name Rating Received  

1 Educational program and practice  Meeting Standard 

2 Children's health & safety  Meeting Standard 

3 Physical environment Meeting Standard 

4 Staffing arrangements Meeting Standard 

5 Relationships with children  Meeting Standard 

6 Collaborative partnerships with families & communities  Exceeding Standard 

7 Leadership & service management  Meeting Standard 

 Overall rating Meeting Standard 

       
I would like to thank all the staff for all their hard work to achieve these results, and a 
special mention to Josie and Ronnie who were present during the assessment.  We learnt a 
lot and hope to put into practice the feedback we received during the assessment to work 
toward an exceeding rating in the future.  
 
Also during 2015, the following policies were reviewed by the committee (and feedback 
requested from families) and updated:  
 
Quality Area  Policy  
 2  Acceptance and Refusal of Authorisations  
 2  Dealing with Infectious Diseases  
 2  Delivery and Collection of Children  
 2  Emergency and Evacuation  
 2  Road Safety and Safe Transport  
 6  Enrolment and Orientation  
 7  Fees  
  
These policies were originally drafted by ELAA (Early Learning Association Australia) of which 
we are a member, and modified for use by Mentone Pre-School.   Review dates for all 
policies are noted in the policy review table, however, can be updated at any time at the 
discretion of the serving committee. Thank you to those who helped in the process of 
updating the policies, particularly the staff and 2015 committee.  
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12. SOCIAL AND FUNDRAISING REPORT 

Lucy Blakeley, Pippa Casey and Karen Supalak 

12.1 SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

We organised a number of social events throughout the year to assist all kinder 
families with meeting other families in each group. We began the year with organising 
a park play date for each group as well as a dinner out for the parents of each group. 
All of these activities were well attended and enjoyed. 
 
Dinner was held at the Mentone RSL for Sea Star and Penguin families throughout 
winter and an end of year dinner is planned for Dolphin families. 
 
Various park, beach and play centre dates were also organised throughout this year. 
 
We are looking forward to our Christmas BBQ at the end of November to celebrate a 
fantastic year of friendship, fun and collaboration at MPS throughout 2015. 

12.2 FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGNS 
 

We planned 2 fundraising events per term with the main focus being on our inaugural 
MPS Quiz Night at the start of Term 3, to raise funds for a renovation to open up the 
back of the kinder into an indoor/outdoor play area with bi-fold doors. 
 
The fundraising campaigns for the period February 2015 - October 2015 include: 
 

Cadbury Chocolate Drive  $995 
Easter Family Fun Day  $176 
Mother's Day Tea Towels  $125 
Entertainment Books  $182 
MPS Quiz Night  $3850 
Picture plates $143 
TOTAL $5471  

 
Upcoming fundraising activity: Group Photobook for Sea Stars and Penguin Groups 
 
We are excited about the renovation works which we are hoping will happen over the 
summer holidays – we are in the planning permit stage!! 
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13. APPENDIX - MENTONE PRE SCHOOL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MINUTES 29TH OCTOBER 2014 

Meeting Name MPS Annual General Meeting Year / 

Month 

2014/ October 

Meeting Date 29th October 2014 Time 7:45 – 9.20pm 

Location Mentone Pre-School  

Chaired by Cliff Wheatley 

Present Cliff Wheatley, Leah Wheatley, Bec Porter, Aimee Ellis, Josie Milner, 

Ronnie Russell, Jenny Devlin, Linda Churchward, Michelle Glover, Halina 

Chosnik, Adrienne Richardson, Vanessa Ryan, Vicki Anthonisz, Lydia Kitson, 

Kathryn Wood, Elisha Kringas, Jayne Lewis, Letitia Wyse, Andy Wilkins, 

Simon Spruyt, Faye Scott, Pippa Casey, Karen Supalak, Karen Reiter, 

Theresa Chua, Irena Hale, Rivka Wells, Kerrie Presnell, Aliye Anota, Kristy 

Shannon, Stewart Reid, Michelle McCann, Anatoly Ermolaev, Colin 

Stebbing 

Janice Munt (LM), Craig Renfree (LM), Glenda Paterson (LM), Graham 

Giulieri (LM) 

Apologies Johanna Williams, Audrey Thompson (LM), Eleanor Grasso (LM), Gwen 

Secomb (LM), Sarah & Greg Sweeney (LM), Joan French (LM), Rachel 

Turley, Mathew Thompson, Yuvi Muthusamy 

Absent  

Next Meeting 

Date 

Handover Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 26th November 2014 

Mentone Pre-School at 7:30pm. 

 
Minutes 

Agenda Comments Moved Seconded 

    

1.    Welcome Cliff Wheatley, President, formally 

welcomed everyone to the 2014 Annual 

General Meeting and welcomed the Life 

Members in attendance. 

  

2. Apologies Bec Porter, Secretary, read out apologies.   

3. 2013 Minutes The minutes from the 2013 Mentone Pre-

School AGM were confirmed. 

Bec 

Porter 

Elisha 

Kringas 

4. Presentation to 
Graham Giulieri 

Cliff Wheatley made a presentation to 

Graham Giulieri for his service to Mentone 

Pre-school, particularly in performing the 

role of Public Officer for the Pre-School for 

20 years. 

  

5. Guest Speaker Vicki Anthonisz Chiropractor and Neuro 

Emotional Technique Practioner gave a 

presentation on “Nervous system tips to be 

Kinder and Prep ready”.  Copies of her 
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Agenda Comments Moved Seconded 

presentation were circulated and available. 

6. President’s Report Cliff Wheatley gave the Presidents report 

Refer to Annual Report for full report. 

  

7. Treasurer’s Report 
 

Aimee Ellis, Treasurer, gave a summary of 

the year end financials. 

Audited accounts were tabled.   

Aimee Ellis moved to accept the Treasurers 

Report for 2014  

Aimee 

Ellis 

 

Leah 

Wheatley 

 

8. Teacher’s Report Jenny Devlin, Ronnie Russell and Josie 

Milner gave a report on Being, Belonging 

and Becoming and the importance of the 

Kinder community and the connection 

between home and kinder.  These themes 

are the foundation of the National Quality 

Framework which governs all Pre-school 

and education providers.  

The staff thanked the 2014 committee for 

their work and commitment during the 

year. 

  

9. Standing down of 
the 2014 
Committee and 
Election of 2015 
Committee 

Cliff Wheatley declared all committee 

positions vacant and open for election for 

2015. 

Colin Stebbing (KALC) chaired the elections 

and informed all present that committee 

members will require a Working with 

Children Check. 

The following people were nominated to 

the 2014 Committee of Management.   

 

President: Aliye Anota 

Vice-president: Vacant 

Treasurer: Aimee Ellis 

Secretary: Faye Scott 

3-year-old Enrolment Officer: Adrienne 

Richardson 

4-year-old Enrolment Officer: Rivka Wells 

Maintenance Officer: Faye Scott  

Working Bee Officer: Simon Spruyt 

Social and Fundraising Committee:  

Pippa Casey 

Theresa Chua 

Karen Supalak 

Publicity Officer: Elisha Kringas 

Quality Officer: Vacant 

Group Representative (new for 2015): 
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Agenda Comments Moved Seconded 

Dolphins: Karen Reiter 

Penguins: Michelle McCann 

Sea Stars: Kristy Shannon 

General Committee:  

Rachel Turley 

Sarah Terrall 

Amy Naulls 

11. Handover Meeting The handover meeting for the 2014/15 

Management Committees will be held on 

Wednesday 26th November at 7:30pm at 

Mentone Pre-School. 

  

12. Thank you to 2014 
committee 

The 2014 committee were presented with 

a gift thanking them for their work during 

the year. 

  

13. Meeting closed 9:20 pm   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


