
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Term 1 is flying by and the Easter break is nearly here!  The last day of Term 1 is 

Thursday 24th March and Term 2 starts the week commencing Monday 11th April. 
 
So far this term we’ve had fundraising sausage sizzles, a stall at the Gnome and Fairy 

Festival in Mordialloc as well as our first ever Messy Fun Day all of which have been 
very successful events and we thank all the families that contributed and/or came 
along.  

 
Phase 1 of the renovation works are now scheduled to happen over the Easter break, 

which is very exciting and a long time coming!  Plans have been revised and the first 
part of the works will see a stacker door installed, part deck extension, embedded 
rocks removed and some of the laserlite replaced.  We are all looking forward to seeing 

the result! 
 

 

  
 
Invoices have been emailed out and are due by 24th March – 
should you have any questions about this, please email 

treasurer@mentonepreschool.com.au.  
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDER 

Excursion to Baker’s Delight (Mentone) 

PENGUINS – Wednesday 23rd March 

SEA STARS – Thursday 24th March 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

DOLPHIN REPORT  
 

Wow! I cannot believe we are nearly at the end of first term. It has been a whirlwind time 
getting to know children and families. Linda and I are still concentrating on the social side 
of our program, getting to know one another and teaching the children the social skills 
they need for life. Knowing how to manage feelings and get on with others are important 
skills for everyone. This kind of learning starts in early childhood with parents and carers 
as children’s most important first teachers. Being able to have a sense of self including 
feeling good about themselves and what they can do, social skills to get along in life with 
others and emotional skills such as recognising, expressing and managing a wide range of 
feelings are very important skills to learn. Having these skills enables children to make 
new friends as well as being able to join in play. We support the children by providing lots 
of opportunities for them to play together where they can use their skills.  
 
We are very lucky to still have beautiful weather for us to enjoy the outdoors with plenty 
of sand play, climbing, ball play, swings, balancing and water play. Inside we have been 
concentrating on a fine motor skills with activities such as cutting, play doh with scissors, 
peg boards, threading and much more. 
 
Just a reminder to parents that your children may get dirty through their art and 
exploration experiences. Please dress them in clothes that are comfortable and you are 
happy for them to get dirty. Also as the weather is still very warm we are having lots of 
water play, a spare set of clothes may come in handy if they get wet. 
 
As we are only 3 weeks until the end of term I want to wish all our families a safe and 
happy holiday. Enjoy the time you have with your families and any celebrations you may 
have for Easter. We look forward to the exciting new changes to the kinder on our return 
and a fun filled program. 
 
Happy Holidays 
Michelle and Linda  
dolphins@mentonepreschool.com.au  
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SEA STAR REPORT 
The members of the Committee of 
2016 are to be congratulated for 
the many initiatives already taken - 
building improvements, working 
bees, and fundraising efforts have 
all been the hallmarks of a busy 
paced membership! Thank you from the 
staff for all your hard work. 
 
Sea Star Program:  
The children have been healthy and well, and have 
coped with 15 hour busy week remarkably well. Staff 
too have been robust and healthy!  
 

We celebrated Chinese 
New Year, during the 
week of 10th – 12th 
February, with 
learning to say Kung 
Zhee Fa Chai under the 
tutelage of Di, Mikas 
Mum who speaks 

Mandarin. We held our hands in just the right pose as 
walked around greeting each other.  She also 
prepared a delicious range of traditional Chinese 
New Year sweet dumplings for us all. We looked at 
traditional Chinese decorations, red packet envelopes 
and lanterns – Thank you to Danny and Ying from 
Penguins for those. We cooked a meal using 
vegetables such as capsicums, snow peas and bok 
choy - harvested from Miss Michelle’s garden, and 
noodles which were cooked with Hoi Sin sauce and 
oil which was served in rice bowls and we attempted, 
with varying degrees of success to eat with chop 
sticks.  
 
We had a visit from staff from The Melbourne 
Museum on Friday 26th February. We had begun to 
prepare for the visit 
with some dinosaur 
puzzles, stories and 
discussions. We have 
continued to facilitate 
this interest in 
numerous ways. We 
have talked about 
carnivorous, herbivore 
and omnivore eaters 
amongst dinosaurs, as 
well as animals today which have diets of mainly 
meat, vegetation or mixed food sources; we have 
discussed their size, including measuring a 12 meter 
length of string to understand just how tall a T Rex 
was; the puppet theatre has been set up and children 

have prepared stories 
to present to ‘an 
audience’ which has 
been much enjoyed by 
us all; some children 
helped to spray paint a 
brachiosaurus, on 
which Sea Star and their 
Mums are currently 
riding; we have used a 
rubbing technique to 
create outlines of 
various dinosaurs and sang songs and listened to 
stories about them. The Museum staff brought along 
the foot, shin, thigh and skull of a Tabasaurus - huge! 
They also talked about the creation of fossils and 
preserved bones in ancient river beds, plains and 
mountains throughout the earth; they had fossil 
leaves, shells and even coprolite (fossilised poo) for 
us all to handle. It was a very interesting and 
informative session.  

 
We are having a week of consolidation this week – 
with family, dinosaurs and being a good friend being 
our focus before we leap into Easter preparation and 
fun! We also focusing on helping a few children 
develop a ‘pincer’ (thumb and forefinger) grasp of 
drawing tool; gross motor skills of balance and 
jumping as well as the many and varied learning 
opportunities that arise all the time.  
 
Our student from Monash University, Amy Miljko will 
be sorely missed when her time with us ends at the 
end of this term. She will be “in charge” next week, 
and has planned a busy and interesting program for 
Sea Stars!  
 
We have two students who will spend time with us 
next term, one in Penguins and one in Sea Stars.  
 
It has been such an enjoyable time with a vigorous, 
interested and cohesive group of children.  
 
Jenny and Michelle 
seastars@mentonepreschool.com.au 
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PENGUINS REPORT 
 

It has been a fun and busy month at kindergarten and it has been great to see the penguins get to know 

each other so well and come together as a group. 

 

We have continued to encourage the children to make positive decisions about how we behave at kinder 

and the children had some great ideas for our friendship tree.  The friendship tree has encouraged us all 

to remember how we can be a good friend and has helped us create a sense of community and belonging 

for all our penguins.   

 

To continue on from our friendship tree, we enjoyed sharing the story of "fill a bucket" with the 

children.  This is a story that creates the visual concept that when we are kind and caring to our friends 

we fill their buckets and when our buckets are full we feel happy.  This story also teaches us that when 

we fill other people's buckets our bucket becomes full! If you would like to share this story and concept 

of empathy and caring for others at home, here is the link with further information - 

http://www.bucketfillers101.com/index.php. 

 

Many of the children have shared their love of dinosaurs with us at kindergarten and it was such a 

pleasure to have Wendy from the museum visit and engage the children in such a hands on way!  The 

children have enjoyed exploring dinosaurs through dramatic play experiences, natural materials, books, 

art work and more!  

  

Halina has such a passion for art and has been doing a great job providing opportunities for the 

children to explore shapes, watercolours and mixing colours. We have many children who have a love 

of drawing and exploring different art mediums so we look forward to providing many opportunities for 

open ended creative art experiences at kinder! 

 

Our cooking experiences have been a great way to talk about healthy choices, independence, maths and 

literacy and of course we thoroughly enjoyed eating the results of all our hard work!  

 

The children have also enjoyed the songs we have been singing at kinder and for those of you who 

would like to sing along at home here are the words to our three dinosaurs song. 

 

THREE DINOSAURS 

3 dinosaurs from over the hill, down by the river near the pterodactyl.  

They're drinking and playing and having lots of fun, until one dinosaur sees a 

mouse and runs!  

2 dinosaurs......until one dinosaur sees a mouse and runs! 

1 lonely dinosaur from over the hill, down by the river, near the Pterodactyl. 

He's not drinking or playing but he's having lots of fun, because he and the mouse 

have just become chums! 

Call all of the Dinosaurs back over the hill, down by the river near the 

Pterodactyl, 

They saw the mouse and was just about to run but the mouse called them back for 

some biscuits and some bun!  

http://www.bucketfillers101.com/index.php


 

 

  

Finally we are looking forward to our local community excursion to Bakers Delight and the park on the 

last day of kinder for the term (Wednesday 23th March).  Sometimes we can't underestimate the 

importance of the simple things in life, like a hot cross bun and a play in the park!! 

 

Josie, Halina and Michelle. 

penguins@mentonepreschool.com.au  
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