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1. COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 2017 
 
 

 

President  Matthew Earl 

Vice President  Nikki Ford 

Secretary  Kate Maddren 

Treasurer  Karen Wild 

Assistant Treasurer Chris Chong 

4yo Enrolment Officer  Rivka Wells 

3yo Enrolment Officer  Anke Trott 

Social & Fundraising  Lydia Staines 

Social & Fundraising  Lauren Taylor 

Social & Fundraising Terry Mefsut 

Working Bee Coordinator Clare Fisher 

Quality Officer  Erin Goralski  

Publicity Officer  Faye Scott 

Group Representative (Dolphins)   

Group Representative (Penguins)  Tilly Malone 

Group Representative (Sea Stars)  

General Committee  Gemma Jungwirth 

General Committee  Lee Taylor 

General Committee Lucy Blakeley 
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2. TEACHERS AND EDUCATORS 2017 
 

Jenny, Josie, Michelle G, Michelle S, Robyn 
Halina 

 
 
Mrs Jennifer Devlin 4yo Sea Stars Teacher and Educational Leader 
Mrs Michelle Glover 4yo Sea Stars Educator & 3yo Dolphins Educator 
 
Mrs Josie Milner 4yo Penguins Teacher 
Mrs Halina Chcosnik 4yo Penguins Educator 
 
Mrs Michelle Sundstrom 3yo Dolphins Teacher & 4yo Penguins Teacher (Tuesday) 
Mrs Robyn Brown 3yo Dolphins Educator 
 
Mrs Dijana Formosa Lunch time relief (Monday, Friday) 
 

 
In 2018 Jennifer Devlin will be the teacher of the Dolphins, supported by Robyn Brown as 
educator.  For the Sea Star group, the teacher will be Michelle Sundstrom with Michelle Glover 
and Robyn Brown as educators.   
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3. SEA STARS AND DIRECTORS REPORT 
Jennifer Devlin – Teacher, Nominated Supervisor 
Michelle Glover - Educator 

  

If I had to choose a few words to describe this year in Sea Stars 

they would be cheerful, social, positive and thoroughly enjoyable! It 

has been wonderful to work with such a friendly and appreciative 

group of parents, and such a skilled, social and enthusiastic group of 

children.  

 

We began the year with a few "getting to know you" sessions. Finding out about routines, 

food requirements, discovering peg hooks and exploring the kindergarten environment 

was a first priority, and then came time to meet, talk and share information and 

experiences as the term began in earnest. Full sessions began on our second week, 

Wednesday 8th February. The 15 hours of kindergarten a week was scheduled in to 3.5 

hour, 5 hour and 6.5 hour session on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  

 

We were very excited to be able to participate with Jenn Reed and her team in the 

installation of a wonderful billabong area in our playground. This was thanks to the 

sterling work of Nikki Ford in discovering Jenn and her team for us and arranging various 

consultation times for this collaborative project. The children have very much enjoyed 

this mud, water and water pump play area every session since.  

 

Our focus on literacy, numeracy and science is an ongoing, daily and vibrant component 

of our experiences at kindergarten. 

 

Literacy is enjoyed as we each tell stories about what we have been doing at home, while 

out and about and together. Being able to order our thoughts and express them for 

others to understand is an important part of being literate. Listening to the many 

wonderful stories authored by Mem Fox, Ezra Jack Keats, John Birmingham, Martin 

Waddell, Julia Donaldson, Alison Lester, Bob Graham, and so many others adds to our 

love and excitement about literary every day.  Having paper and clipboards, chalk and 

blackboards, easels and paint also provide rich opportunities for us to express our 

thoughts and ideas, not to mention developing our fine motor skills and strengths. 
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We enjoy counting, estimating about size and length and height, noticing shapes, looking 

at numerals, sorting items that belong and separating those that don't, talking about 

speed and so many other mathematical concepts each session. In this way maths is 

embedded into our program. How many children are here today? How many leaves are on 

that branch? How many times can you run back and forth while the timer is measuring a 

minute? These are the experiences that help to make maths concepts both real and 

enjoyable as well as meaningful.       

 

We have had Science Day every Thursday - we began with looking at "ME" - what colour 

are my eyes? Hair? How am I the same as others? Different? What is unique to me (voice, 

fingerprints)? We charted how tall we each are. We explored insects and their 

characteristics, we looked at how water behaves and its various qualities - liquid, solid, 

gas - and how important it is to our daily lives and therefore how we need to 'care' for 

it; we explored light and how it passes through some objects and not others and what 

are the sources of light for us, how light helps us to see colours; we have talked about 

the seasons and how these changes affect us and our environment. There is always a loud 

cheer when Science Thursday is announced!  

 

Friday is Cooking Day and equally celebrated!  

 

On Wednesdays, since second term, we have enjoyed our Bush Kinder session. We have 

had mist, showers, cold days but mostly sunshine.  
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This session is very much dictated by the children - after the first few sessions of 

exploring Braeside Park and finding out what there is to discover, the children choose 

each session where they want to play. It's usually the Tan Bark Hills, but often the wood 

sculptures, mosaics and Duck Pond get an enthusiastic vote. Puddles were a highlight in 

winter - and being allowed to splash and wade through them! We have noticed a marked 

increase in stamina, resilience and gross motor skill as the children run freely, climb the 

hills, pull and push the heavy trolley laded with First Aid, spare clothing, boundary makers 

and other odds and ends, and walk quite considerable distances to meet and greet the 

ducks and explore mosaics in the park.  

     

We have also celebrated various special days such as Mothers Day, Fathers Day, Easter, 

Book Week, St Patricks Day, Harmony Day, NAIDOC Week, Earth Day, Footy Day.  We 

have had a  Dog Safety visitor to teach us  how to approach dogs and when to leave them 

alone; Wildflife Xposure brought Australian animals for us to handle and observe and 

learn more about; we caught a train to the Parkdale Library; we walked to Bakers Delight 

and to then to the  Keith Styles Reserve;  we walked to  Scicluna’s together;  we had an 

incubator to watch chickens hatch and we cared for them after that; one of our lovely 

Mums came to give us an introduction to Mandarin; each week and session is a delight of 

new learning and deeper understanding of the world we live in.  

        

It would not be have been the wonderful year it has been without the unfailing support 

of Michelle Glover - she adds so much dynamism and depth of thought and ideas to each 

session. Thank you Miss Michelle!  
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My other colleagues also make coming to work a pleasure - Josie Milner, Michelle 

Sundstrom, Halina Chcosnik, Robyn Brown and Di Formosa - Thank you for your passion 

and dedication to this kindergarten and its families and children, and to early childhood 

education.  

 

Thank you also to the talented and hardworking members of the Committee of 

Management, without whose hard work and many hours of volunteer efforts we would not 

be facing another successful year here at Mentone Pre School. Each and every one is 

very much congratulated and appreciated by us all.  
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4. PENGUINS REPORT 
Josie Milner – 4 Year Old Teacher 
Halina - Educator 

 

Hello to all the 2017 Penguin families.   

 

Looking back it is always difficult to summarise a whole year as there is so much growth, 

development and fun to reflect on. The Penguins have been a fun and energetic group.  They 

love the outdoors, drawing and are creative and social.    

 

We began the year discussing what makes us 

happy and safe at kinder.  It was great to hear 

the children’s input as it made the rules more 

relevant to them.  Of course there were many 

times when we made mistakes and forgot the 

rules but we always say at kinder that 

mistakes are ok and they are how we learn. A 

reminder from staff and friends, always 

helps us try harder next time. Our friendship circle also helped us 

remember how to be a good friend to each other and once again the 

children had some great ideas! The story of “Fill a bucket” was another way we 

encouraged friendships.  The children thought of many ways to fill a friends bucket 

and kindness was a constant topic of discussion within the group.  

 

The Alert program was a program we also introduced to the children and it was a 

great way to encourage the children to regulate their emotions and recognise how our 

engine is running -Revved up red, just right white or mellow yellow.  It was wonderful 

to see the children use the strategies from the program to make their engines run just 

right white as they took deep breaths and counted to three, found a quiet spot to play 

or relax until they felt better.  

 

Songs, games and stories have also been a big part of our time with the Penguins this year.  

Songs, stories and games are a part of the program that develops and supports language, 

literacy, numeracy, concentration, but most of all they’re fun!  It has been great to see the 

children learn so many different songs and their enthusiasm for learning new ones. We have 

tried to use music as a way of exploring different cultures.  We have enjoyed songs in Tamil, 

Japanese, an Australian indigenous language, African and learning to say hello in different 

languages too.  I hope your children have shared these songs with you at home!  Other songs 

have just encouraged a bit of silliness or an opportunity to show off our dance moves.       

 

Science has also been a weekly event that the children have loved this year.  Each Monday we 

have looked at our science equipment and asked some questions. What are we going to do with 

them? How and why? Watching the children’s reactions and listening to their comments, 

questions and laughter, made science what it is supposed to be, FUN!  
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 We tried to incorporate literacy and 

numeracy into the everyday events at kinder.  

All these experiences allow the children to 

explore literacy and numeracy without fear of 

failure and in a relaxed and fun way.  We 

recognise that school readiness is different for 

all children and it is important that they are 

allowed to develop at their own pace and that 

they are all given opportunities to achieve in 

a way that is relevant 

to them. 

 

There have been some interests that have 

come and gone and some have continued 

throughout the year.   Our drawing table has 

also been consistently full throughout the 

year and making books has been enjoyed by 

many.  Reading the stories to the group at 

mat time made many of the children very 

proud of their achievements and gave them incentive to keep going.   

 

Our making table was also a constant area of activity.  An open ended creative area like this is 

so important for developing so many skills.  Fine motor, problem solving, creativity, co-

operation and compromise are all important skills that the children have been developing at the 

“making table” and these skills are vital for the steps they are taking towards school readiness.  

Many of our interests that evolved from bush kinder flowed on to kinder as we explored bugs, 

spiders, owls and more! 
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EXCURSIONS INCURSIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS! 

 
Throughout the year we have been lucky enough to enjoy some special events together.  
 
They have included: 
 

 Excursion to Bakers Delight and the park for afternoon tea. 

 Mothers and special friend’s morning tea 

 Book week – book themed dress up day (Wombat Stew) 

 A visit to our local librarian  

 The dentist visit 

 Wild exposure - Australian animal 

 Dads and special friend night time walk at Braeside. 

 Mentone Primary “Putting On The Hits” 

 Footy Day 

 Chicken hatching program 

 Royal Botanic Gardens 

As you can see it’s been a fun filled year!  These incursions and special events are all chosen to 

give the children the opportunity to explore their world, community and interests.  We hope 

that they have made their kinder experience positive and fun.  Each excursion we were so 

grateful for the support from all the Penguin families who offered to help and make it a safe 

experience for all of the children (and staff).  
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BUSH KINDER! 

As many of you know I can go on and on about bush kinder and its many benefits so I’ll keep 

it short and sweet.  It has been such a wonderful start to the program and Halina and I have 

seen the children develop in so many ways as we have seen the children; 

 

 Develop physical and emotional resilience as they cope with changing weather and 

challenging physical experiences as they climb, balance and explore. 

 Increased fitness levels 

 Developing independence and determination 

 Explore their environment through creative and imaginative play 

 Develop an awareness of respecting the environment in which they play and an 

appreciation of aboriginal culture and their connection to nature and the land. 

  

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the “Penguin team”. Halina and 

Michelle are fantastic to work with and their ideas, passion, knowledge and sense of humour 

bring out the best in our penguins group. They put in hours each 

week of their own time to support the children and families at our 

preschool.   

 

Finally the penguin team would like to wish the penguins well in 

the year ahead and hope that their kindergarten year has prepared 

them well for a positive and exciting beginning to school life.  

 

For the families of 2018 we welcome you look forward to a year just as exciting and fun as this 
year.  For those of you not sure about what to expect at kinder, here are some things that might 
give you some ideas. 
 
• Noise, but happy noise of children exploring, talking, sharing, negotiating learning and 

hopefully having fun! 
 

• A play based program where children learn by doing.  Play encourages social interaction, 
friendships, language development and allows children to try, experiment, ask questions, 
solve problems and engage in critical thinking.  As an example we may look at an activity 
such as play dough.  There are so many things a child may learn at the play dough table, 
they are developing fine motor strength in preparation for writing, they are sharing 
equipment, taking turns, developing language skills and when we talk about shapes, 
texture and ideas, they are using their imagination and the list goes on and on...So 
remember they're not just “playing”, they’re learning vital life skills!! 
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• Children at different stages of development, with different strengths and weaknesses, like 
and dislikes. 
 

• Children engaging with nature, exploring, touching watching and having fun at “Bush 
kinder”.  

 

The committee of management have also worked so tirelessly to support staff and make the 

preschool a place that is inviting and fun for all the children.  They have consistently worked 

on grant applications, renovations, fundraising, maintenance and ensuring that our preschool 

is running professionally and efficiently. It has been a year with some challenges but lots of 

rewards. We can’t thank you enough for all your continuing work and support. 

 

The staff at Mentone Pre School have also worked tirelessly for our children and their families.  

Jenny, Michelle G, Michelle S, Robyn and Halina thank you for your support and dedication 

in 2017 looking forward to an exciting 2018.    

 

Wishing you all a safe and happy Christmas and new year. 
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5. DOLPHINS REPORT 
Michelle Sundstrom - 4 Year Old Teacher 
Robyn Brown, Michelle Glover - Educators 

 

What a fabulous year we have had in the Dolphin group at 

Mentone Pre School. We started the year with a close to full group 

of 22 and have grown to a magnificent group of 28. Thanks to the 

dedication of the committee, parents and staff for advertising and 

showing the community what a wonderful kindergarten we have and how dedicated 

we are to running an inclusive playbased learning environment. We are so blessed to 

have so many wonderful and dedicated family members that help us run a 

kindergarten that we can all be very proud of. 

Term one as usual is a very busy and emotional time for parents and children as they 
settle into their new environment and often this is the first time children are away 
from mum and dad. Some children are very happy to leave their parents at the door 
while others can be very reluctant, that includes the mums and dads too. With time 
their confidence and trust in us grew and the children were soon running through the 
door to join in the fun activities. Our orientation sessions and smaller groups allowed 
the children to become familiar with their new surroundings and meet new friends 
and become comfortable with the staff.  
 
Term one is also a time of social and emotional learning, a time to come together as a 
group to learn about each other and how we can play well together. This is sometimes 
a very new concept for our 3 year olds and it can take most of the year for them to 
develop these social and emotional skills but with lots of practice, it can be achieved. 
Throughout the year we help children develop confidence in developing new skills 
such as fine motor for writing and cutting and gross motor for climbing, jumping and 
running. Many of our activities are open ended so the children have time to achieve 
these skills at their own pace. 
 
This year we have also enjoyed activities and family events such as Jack and Molly 
storytellers, Mother's Day afternoon, Fathers’ night possum hunt, dress up days and 
recently grandparents day and the chicken hatching program, cooking and a great 
music program each week run by Mrs Robyn.  These events allow children to 
experience things they might not get to do in their everyday lives as well as families 
coming together to see what the children get up to at kinder. 
 
Throughout the year the children have many experiences that not only develop their 
skills but also gives them opportunities to discover, create, explore, develop language, 
build on math and science, solve problems, gain self control, discover their world and 
form friendships. 
 
We provide the children with activities that challenge them but also where they can 
achieve success to help build their confidence in discovery and learning. If a child 
continually fails they may give up but give a child a chance to succeed they will 
endeavour to better themselves. 
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The children have enjoyed many different activities throughout the year such as 
playdoh, painting, drawing, cutting, collage, construction, stamping, block, puzzles, 
dramatic play, messy play including the sandpit and water pump and billabong as 
well as a variety of other activities such as singing and dancing. With all these 
activities there is an amazing amount of learning happening from language, maths, 
science to social and emotional skills. 
 
I'd like to take this time to say a big thank you to Robyn and Michelle Glover for their 
support and input into our program.  They have been a wonderful support 
throughout the year and are a valuable input to the program. I look forward to 
working with them both as we embark on new adventures next year in the 4 year old 
group (Sea Stars). 
 
A big thank you to all the parents who volunteer whether it's duty, committee, 
laundry duties or just to lend a helping hand. We thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts, your help is priceless. 
 
To all our 2017 children and their families we wish you all the best for Christmas and 
the New Year. 
 
We look forward to seeing you next year and watching the further growth of your 
beautiful children. 
 
For those moving on best of luck on your new paths and adventures, we will miss you. 
 
To all our 2018 families we welcome you with open arms. You become like family to 
us as we care for your precious little ones. There may be tears on the first day, whether 
from the children or yourselves but please be confident in knowing that your children 
are in safe, caring hands. We look forward to the exiting things 2018 will bring for us 
all. 
 
Wishing you all a safe and happy holidays. 
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6. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT REPORT 
Matthew Earl and Nikki Ford 

As a parent of 3 daughters, I have had the pleasure of having a continued relationship 

with this wonderful preschool during the last 6 years and it has given me a whole new 

perspective to be part of the committee this year whilst my youngest child completed 

her final preschool year.  

 

Reflecting back on these years, I see that the kinder has had some significant 

challenges, particularly in the last couple of years in which we have seen a continued 

period of low enrolments. These challenges have been met with resolve by the staff 

and committee members, to carefully identify and implement changes that position 

the preschool to better serve the needs of the current generation of families.  

 

It is a testament to all this dedication and effort that enrolments for next year, 2018, 

are already such that we have not only achieved full enrolments, we have even been 

able to increase one of the 4 year old class sizes by an extra 6 children due to the 

volume of applicants! And, whilst I must both congratulate and give sincere thanks to 

all the staff and this years committee for this incredible achievement, we must also 

acknowledge the foundation work by the staff and committee members from previous 

years have implemented.  

 

A key item that I feel is important to acknowledge from the efforts of the 2016 

committee and staff is the preparatory work for the Bush kinder program launch in 

2017. The program has been incredibly well received and has fast become a point of 

difference of the kinder.  I have been lucky enough to attend some of the Bush Kinder 

sessions and to see the excitement on the children’s faces, their pleasure and 

enthusiasm for learning in a natural environment has been a real treat.  I have no doubt 

that it is a great deal more work for the staff running bush kinder rain, hail or shine, 

so thank you.  And on some of those cold, wet winter days you probably wonder why 

you started it! 

 

We also farewelled Linda Churchward late in 2016 and welcomed new staff member 

Robyn Brown. 

 

I would like to thank and acknowledge not only the tireless work of the teaching staff 

in their preschool roles, but also their willingness to adapt to the changes, not only to 

the timetable but also to the groups, with several of the teaching and assistant staff 

taking on new roles next year (and some taking on bigger classes).  Jenny Devlin, Josie 

Milner, Michelle Glover, Halina Chcosnik, Michelle Sundstrom and our two new team 

members Robyn Brown & Dijana Formosa. 

 

I’d also like to sincerely thank the dedicated and hardworking 2017 committee of 

which I am proud to have been a member. Together, you have surpassed the goal of 

full enrolments for the coming year and I am so proud to have been a part of this team, 

Karen Wild, Kate Maddren, Nikki Ford, Rivka Wells, Anke Trott, Terry Mefsut, Lydia 
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Staines, Lauren Taylor, Lee Taylor, Clare Fisher, Erin Goralski, Faye Scott, Chantelle 

Malone and Gemma Jungwirth.   

 

I’d also like to make a special mention to Chris Chong who provided valuable support 

to the committee during the year and to acknowledge the great work of the Vice 

President Nikki Ford for taking on the big challenges during the year. 

 

Lastly a special thank you to the families, friends, sponsors of Mentone Pre School, 

your ongoing support ensures Mentone Pre School continues to provide an excellent 

early learning experience for our children. 
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7. TREASURER AND VICE-TREASURER REPORT 
Karen Wild and Chris Chong 

 

It has been a privilege to be the Treasurer of this wonderful pre school this year.  We 

knew at the start of the year it would be a challenging year, given the lower than 

capacity enrolments for the 4 year old group.  However due to the significant efforts 

by staff, committee and parents, it is pleasing to report that the financials were 

significantly above expectations and last year.  A deficit of $13,031 was recorded in 

our accounts versus the budget expectation of a deficit of $29,697 and last year’s deficit 

of $27,859. Cash reserves moved from $105,655 to $96,412. 

During the year income from fees and government funding was higher than last year 

due to increased enrolments, with expenses fairly consistent.  Within expenses, 

savings were made in various areas which offset the higher utilities and staff costs 

(annual increases and an additional teacher in the 3 year old group).  We appreciate 

the efforts of teachers and committee with respect to cost control while offering a 

fantastic learning program for our children, and the fundraising team for their 

organising of various activities arranged in the community and with preschool 

families.  

The Deloitte report received in early 2017 highlighted how we compare with other 

kindergartens in terms of structure, costs and employee remuneration, and provided 

information regarding demographics and possible future environment for early 

childhood education.  The review undertaken by the sub-committee led to the 

development of a strategic plan and changes implemented that will assist in returning 

the pre school to a break even position moving forward in years where enrolments are 

not full.  Thank you to those involved with the sub-committee who put in a significant 

effort. 

Next year the financial situation is positive, with full enrolments for all three groups, 

and a return to a surplus position is budgeted.  This is a great outcome and is due to 

the continued provision of an excellent quality program, the establishment and 

success of our bush kinder program, updated session times and continued 

development of our building and outdoor area.  After losses over the last few years, 

this surplus is a great position to be in for the pre school to enable some restoration of 

the cash reserves along with future planning.   

I would like to make a special mention to Chris Chong – Assistant Treasurer.  Thank 

You so much, you have put in a great effort, staying on as a past parent to support 

Mentone Pre School.  I also appreciate the efforts of everyone involved including the 

amazing staff who provide a program full of learning, community and family 

involvement opportunities for the children, and the fantastic committee who have 

worked so hard all year.    
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8. THREE YEAR OLD ENROLMENT OFFICER REPORT 
Anke Trott 

 

We started 2017 with 22 children in the Dolphin Group. During the course of the year 

we had an additional 6 enrolments. In total we had 10 unsuccessful enquiries and 15 

cancellations. 

 

The enrolment policy was revised in October 2015, allowing us to accept applications 

for children who turn 3 years old after the start of Term I in the year of attendance and 

before the 30th of April. These applications where placed on a waiting list and offered 

a place at the end of Term III of the year before attendance if there are still places 

available. These children were not able to attend the preschool until they turned 3 due 

to legal staff to child ratio requirements. They however had to pay full Term fees to 

enable the preschool to finance the teaching staff. In 2017 we had 6 enrolments from 

children who will turn 3 in the first few weeks of Term I.  

 

The committee in 2016 has been considering increasing the number of 3 year old places 

to our preschool to a capacity of 27, which would involve employing an additional 

educator. Due to the high demand of spots in the 3 year old program during 2017 the 

committee of 2017 decided to increase the capacity to 28.  

 

In Term III we had 27 spots filled and in Term IV we filled all 28 spots.  

 

The 3 year old group for 2017 is currently made up of 14 girls and 14 boys.  

 

Michelle Glover from Sea Stars was happy to take on the further hours in the Dolphin 

Group as the additional staff member.  

 

The teacher of the Dolphin group 2017 is Michelle Sundstrom accompanied by the 

educator Robyn Brown. 

 

The enrolment period for 2018 began on the Open Day and continued for 2 weeks. The 

Open Day was held on Saturday 29th April 2017. The Open Day was a remarkable 

success. We had 17 enrolments on that day, out of which 6 families declined the offer 

in the end. 

 

To date (04/10/2017) we have 22 spots filled and 3 families on the waiting list. We can 

accept another 6 enrolments to fill 28 spots. Once again we will need a third educator 

in this instance.  

 

Once we have 4 families on the waiting list and a definite go ahead from them we are 

able to offer them a spot. A minimum of 4 kids is needed to cover the costs of the 

additional teacher. 
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For 2018 there has been a change in the time table to accommodate families’ needs. 

We are now offering 6 hours per week in the 3 year old program: Tuesdays from 

8.30am – 12noon and Thursdays 2pm till 4.30pm. With the additional hour we had to 

adjust our fees: $425 per Term. 

 

The Dolphin Group 2018 will be taught by our long term teacher and nominated 

supervisor Jennifer Devlin and supported by the educator Robyn Brown. 

 

There was an exceptional effort this year by the committee in publicity and 

fundraising for the preschool. It is believed these efforts have had a positive effect on 

our enrolments.  

 

Thank you EVERYONE for your continuous hard work! 
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9. FOUR YEAR OLD ENROLMENT OFFICER REPORT 
Rivka Wells 

 
We approach the end of the 2017 preschool year with feelings of pride and enthusiasm.  

Whilst 4 year old enrolments this year have grown from an initial 33, up to a total of 

37, it is our 2018 numbers that have exceeded all expectation.   

 

2017 has seen the extremely successful implementation of bush kinder into the 4 year 

old program, with the children continuing to thrive in this outdoor learning 

environment.  I personally have watched my daughter as she delights in the natural 

environment with new found enthusiasm, and relays what they did on their 

“discovery walk”.   

 

Thanks to the dedication and hard work of the teachers and committee members we 

have increased our numbers for next year to 50 students in total with every place 

currently full.  This has meant that Sea Stars group will increase its numbers from 22 

to 28 (our licensed maximum number per group) and a third teacher added to the 

group to remain in line with required student to teacher ratios.  

 

The ability of us to increase our numbers and remain fully subscribed has been the 

result of several years of committee investigation, innovation and hard work.  Several 

factors contributing to our rise in numbers that deserve special mention include: 

 

 Changes to the timetable to better cater for working families, including one 
group with 2 full days 
 

 Bush kinder program 
 

 Continued efforts of committee members and teachers to keep the kinder visible 
in the community and promoting our high quality sessional kindergarten 
program 

 

I look forward to seeing the new timetable in action in 2018, and to welcoming all our 

new students and families to our fantastic little kindergarten.  
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10. WORKING BEE AND MAINTENANCE REPORT 
Clare Fisher 

 
The Penguin Group kicked off the first working bee for the year, followed by the 
Dolphin Group in Term 2 and with our Sea Star Group in Term 3. Term 4 will be a 
free for all and I suspect we will have our biggest turnout yet! 
 
Each working bee we have a list of tasks that need to be completed, cleaning of tables, 
chairs, painting easels, water bottle/lunch trays, foyer and tidy up of the outdoor play 
areas and gardens to name a few. We have also completed a number of larger tasks 
which have included replenishment of the tanbark, blackboards repainted, outdoor 
play kitchen varnished and the windows cleaned inside and out. Our sand pit was 
topped up in Term 4 in preparation of our Orientation Day on Saturday 21st October. 
 
We are hoping for big things in Term 4, Bunnings have advised we can put together a 
“Wish List” of all of the jobs/repairs/improvements we would like to make to our 
preschool. Once we submit it to them, they will do everything they can to help make 
our wishes come true. 

Each working bee has been successful because all of the mums, dads and helpers that 
attended, not only because all of the intended jobs were completed, but because they 
helped make them fun. 
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11. QUALITY REPORT 
Erin Goralski 

 

As part of Mentone Pre Schools commitment maintaining and improving our rating 

within the National Quality Standards, to which we are accredited, we undergo a mid-

year parent survey to seek feedback from our families. Our response rate from the 

2017 families was not as good as the responses received in 2016, but the results were 

just as impressive.  The response being that our families are very satisfied with the 

quality of education that Mentone Pre School is providing.  The benchmarking data 

shows that we are comparable to other kindergartens in our results and sometimes 

excel.  Perhaps next year we can encourage a better response from families by putting 

a note in children’s pigeonholes or a poster up on the door at the time of the survey.  

Overall though, the results were positive from the responses we did have.  Please see 

graph below. 

 

 
 

Updating policies is something we can decide to do as a committee when the need 

arises otherwise we are guided by ELAA (Early Learning Association Australia) as to 

the content of most general policies.  This year we have updated/reviewed or will be 

updating/reviewing the following documents: 

 

 Road Safety & Safe Transport 

 Emergency & Evacuation Policy 

 Code of Conduct 

 Sun Protection 

 3 & 4 Year Old Enrolment Policies 
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 Child Safe Environment  

 Administration of Medication 

 Dealing with Infectious Diseases 

 Relaxation and Sleep 

 Supervision of Children 

 Participation of Volunteers and Students 

 Staffing 

 Enrolment and Orientation 

 Determining Responsible Person 

 Interactions with Children 

 Excursions and Service Events 

 Inclusion and Equity 

 Nutrition and Active Play 

 

Thanks to all the teaching staff and fellow committee members for all their patience 

and help with the Quality Office role this year. 
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12. FUNDRAISING AND SOCIAL REPORT 
Lydia Staines, Lauren Taylor, Terry Mefsut 
Tilly Malone 

 

12.1 FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGNS 
 

We have been fortunate enough to receive grants from the Kingston City Council in 

both 2016 and 2017 to help fund an overhaul of our outdoor space, so our fundraising 

focus for this year has been to supplement those grants in order to help complete the 

Bush Habitat Outdoor Learning Space. 

 

The fundraising campaigns completed from January 2017 – October 2017 include: 

 

Edgefest  $ 650 

Cadbury Chocolate Drive  $ 475 

Mother’s Day Stall  $ 150 

Bunnings BBQ  $ 2500 

Bunnings Cake Stall #1  $ 600 

Entertainment Books  $ 322 

Bunnings Cake Stall #2  $ 600 

Barefoot Bowls Day  $ 800 

Father’s Day Stall  $ 115 

Picture Plates $ 100 

RUNNING TOTAL $6312 

 

The fundraising campaigns still upcoming for the remainder of 2017 include: 2 social 

events, a Christmas raffle and a tea towel drive. 
 

12.2 SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

Many social events were enjoyed by the families of each of the three groups 

throughout the year. Some of these events were organised by the Penguins, Dolphins 

and Sea Stars social group representatives, including park play dates and parent coffee 

catch-ups. These provide an opportunity for families to get to know one another in 

small-group settings and solidify their children’s forming friendships.  

 

In addition, the Fundraising Committee has organised and been involved with several 

larger social events, giving the whole kinder the chance to meet and mingle. These 

have included Edgefest in January (in collaboration with Mentone Bowls Club), the 

Gnome and Fairy Festival in March (organised by the Rotary Club of Mordialloc) and 

our own Family Barefoot Bowls Day in August. Each of these events were attended 

by many of our families and enjoyed immensely. 

 

We are still looking forward to a number of planned events for the remainder of the 

year, including a children’s disco in November and Christmas party in December. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS AND CONTRIBUTORS IN 2017 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member for Mordialloc 

Mr Timothy (Tim) Richardson MP 
 

Aimee Ellis – Volunteer Administration Assistant 2017  
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13. APPENDIX - MENTONE PRE SCHOOL ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES (NOVEMBER 2016) 
Date:  17 November 2016 

Venue: 6 Station Street, Mentone. 

Time: 7:30pm to 9:30pm. 

Chaired by Kristy Shannon 

Note taker Kristy Shannon 

Attendees 

Kristy Shannon, Faye Scott, Rivka Wells, Lucy Blakeley, Simon Spruyt, 

Karen Wild, Christopher Chong, Ying Clark, Nikki Ford, Josie Milner, 

Michelle Glover, Michelle Sundstrom, Linda Churchward, Jennifer 

Devlin (LM), Halina Chcosnik, Graham Giulierie (LM), Janice Munt 

(LM, Anke Trott, Lee Taylor, Lauren Taylor, Vicki Anthonisz, Chris 

Maddren, Kate Maddren, Kiera Gaynor, Lydia Staines, Clare Fisher, 

Wesley McGill, Jasmin Mefsut, Terry Mefsut, Gemma Jungwirth, 

Chantelle Malone, Sara Pickering, Die Hu, Chen Feng, Jess Delbridge, 

Matt Earl, Colin Stebbing, Erin Goralski and Michael Goralski.  

Apologies 

Committee & Staff: Ben Sullivan, Denise Sullivan, Emma Hodgson, 

Sowmya Thyagaraj Hospmane, Sudhindra Satish Guddekoppa, Elisha 

Kringas. 

Life Members: Audrey Thompson, Jan Powell, Greg & Sarah 

Sweeney, Gwen Secomb, Catherine Boulton, Eleanor Grasso, Craig 

Renfree 

Next meeting Wednesday 30 November 2016 – 7:30pm (Handover Meeting) 

6 Station Street, Mentone 

 
AGENDA ITEMS:- 
 

1. WELCOME & OPENING 
 Kristy Shannon (Secretary) formally welcomed everyone to the Annual 

General Meeting and to the Life Members in attendance. 
 
2. APOLOGISES 
 Kristy Shannon noted the apologies of the Life Members, Committee & Staff 

(noted above). 
 

3. MINUTES FROM PREVIUOS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting of 2015 were duly 
tabled for    acceptance.  
Moved: Faye Scott   
Seconded: Karen Wild  
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4. GUEST SPEAKER 
 Dr Vicki Anthonisz from Lifecare Chiropractic gave a presentation regarding 

the holistic support required for children as they transition from home or 
child care to a more structured environment of sessional kindergarten.  Dr 
Vicki provided attendees with valuable information regarding the individual 
nature of children and the need for parents to be aware of cues which may 
assist in identifying anxiety or areas which may need attention. 

 Dr Vicki provided attendees with presentation entitled “The Brain Train” 
which provided an excellent oversight of issues parents and teachers need to 
be attuned to help assist in the positive transition to kindergarten.  A 
pamphlet entities MESS was the anagram to be remembered – Movement, 
Eating, Sleep, Scheduling and Stopping.  Invaluable reminders for parents as 
we commence a new chapter in the educational lives of our children. 

 Dr Vicki was presented with a token of pour appreciation for her time. 
 
5. PRESIDENT/VICE PRESIDENT REPORT 
 Vice President Chris Chong delivered the Annual presidents report, which is 

contained in written form in the Annual Report.  Chris congratulated the 
Committee and Kindergarten generally for a wonderful year full of 
achievements. 

  
6.  TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 Ying Clark (Treasurer) delivered the Annual Treasurer’s Report, which is 

contained in written form in the Annual Report.  Ying too, congratulated the 
Committee on a year in which financials had been an integral part of future 
planning moving forward. 

 
7.  DIRECTOR REPORT 
 Jennifer Devlin (Director) gave an overview of the year generally with respect 

to both 4yo and 3yo groups – Penguins, Seastars and Dolphins.  Jenny 
formally recognized the contribution of staff, including Linda Churchward 
who retired during 2016.  Jenny congratulated the efforts of the 2016 
Committee and noted many of the significant events throughout the year 
which included the renovations to the building by virtue of the sliding doors.  
This has been an invaluable addition in bringing the outdoors indoors. 

 Special mention was made of the implementation of Bush Kinder with 
Committee Rivka, Karen and Kristy thanked for their assistance.  

 
8. STANDING DOWN OF 2016 COMMITTEE 
 Kristy Shannon formally stood down the 2016 Committee. 
 
9. DOOR PRIZES 
 Donations from local businesses were awarded as door prizes.  Donations 

acknowledged. 
 
10. LIFE MEMBER PRESENTATION 
 Janice Munt and Graham Giulieri kindly volunteered their time to welcome 

attendees and provide an overview of the personal individual benefits to be 
derived both on a personal and community level when participating on a local 
community Committee. We each spoke fondly with respect to their time an 
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overview as to their respective time volunteering on Committee at Mentone 
Preschool and encouraged attendances to consider nominating for roles on the 
Committee Board of Management.  Kristy Shannon thanked each of them for 
their invaluable time and continued dedication to the kinder. 

  
11. ELECTION OF 2017 COMMITTEE 
 With the assistance of Colin Stebbing (KALC Services) Kristy Shannon called 

upon nominations for Committee Executive and members.  Kristy provided 
an overview of the role description and the following persons were elected to 
the 2017 Committee of Management:- 
 
2017 COMMITTEE  
 
PRESIDENT: MATTHEW EARL  
 
VICE PRESIDENT: LUCY BLAKELEY 
 
TREASURER: KAREN WILD 
 
ASSISTANT TREASUER: CHRISTOPHER CHONG 
 
SECRETARY: KATE MADDREN 
 
QUALITY OFFICER:  ERIN GORALSKI 
 
PUBLICITY OFFICER:  FAYE SCOTT 
 
3 YEAR OLD ENROLMENT OFFICER:  ANKE TROTT 
 
4 YEAR OLD ENROLMENT OFFICER:  RIVKA WELLS 
 
WORKING BEE CO ORDINATOR:  CLARE FISHER 
 
SOCIAL & FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE:- 
TERRY MEFSUT 
CLARE FISHER 
LYDIA STAINES 
LAUREN TAYLOR 
 
GROUP REPRESENTATIVES: - 
Penguins – CHANTELLE MALONE 
Sea stars – VACANT 
Dolphins - VACANT 
 
GENERAL COMMITTTEE:  GEMMA JUNGWIRTH, LEE TAYLOR 

   
12. PRESENTATION OF GRATITUDE TO 2016 COMMITTEE 
 Kristy Shannon thanked each Committee member individually and 

congratulated them on their dedication and achievements throughout the 
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year.  Faye thanked Kristy for her contribution.  The Committee were 
presented with tokens of appreciation. 

 
13. ANNOUNCEMENT OF HANDOVER MEETING 
 The Handover meeting is scheduled for 30 November 2016. 
 
14. CLOSE MEETING – 9:30pm. 
 

Kristy Shannon 

Secretary 

Mentone Pre-school 

k.hams@glafamlaw.com.au 
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