
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
The end of Term 3 is here, we hope that you have all enjoyed the very busy term!  Term 4 looks 
to be every bit as good - the children will all put on a Christmas Concert so watch out for 
details of that!  It's very cute 
 
If you are currently enrolled in 4 year old Sea Stars or Penguins and have not yet enrolled in 

primary school, NOW is the time to do so.  I know that Mentone Primary only have a few spots 

left. 
 

FEES ARE DUE: Please ensure you make a payment by Friday 16th September, as our 

volunteer treasurer is spending time with her family over the term break!  If you’re having 
problems paying or have a question, please feel free to email Ying at 
treasurer@mentonepreschool.com.au. 

 
 
Our annual QUIZ NIGHT is coming up on Saturday 15th October, it’s sure to be a great night.  
Book your tickets in September for only $25pp ($30pp in October) – contact Emma at 

social@mentonepreschool.com.au for further information/tickets (BSB:633000 ACC: 

151937232) 
 
We hope to install a new outdoor play structure by the end of 2016, with the help of 

grant money received from Kingston Council – the funds raised at Quiz Night will help 
ensure that this happens!   
 

 

Bush Kinder is coming to Mentone Preschool in 2017!!! 
We are super excited to announce that we are starting Bush Kinder, which will commence in 
Term 2 2017and run every Wednesday for our 4 year old Penguins and Sea Stars.   
 
An Information Night is being held at the preschool on Wednesday 19th October for families 
enrolled in 2017, teachers will answer any questions you may have and you will receive a 
handbook containing all relevant information.  The website will be updated in due course. 
 
Please RSVP to this event by emailing info@mentonepreschool.com.au  
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Penguins  

 
 12th October – Hey Dee Ho Music 

18th October – Excursion to Ricketts Point 
26th October - Grandparent Day 

23rd November - Monty Pryor Indigenous Performance 
14th December - Final Day 

 
Start of Term 4 WC Monday 3rd October 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rabbits Arriving 
3rd October 

 
Committee Meeting 
13th October (7.30pm) 

   

QQQUUUIIIZZZ   NNNIIIGGGHHHTTT   
Saturday 15th October 

To make a donation to the event, please email social@mentonepreschool.com.au 
 

Bush Kinder Information Night 
19th October (7pm) 

 

Orientation Day 
22nd October 

 
Melbourne Cup Day - NO PRESCHOOL 

1st November 
 

Committee Meeting  
3rd November (7.30pm) 

 
Working Bee 

Saturday 5th November  
9am until 12 noon 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
16th November (7pm) 

Dolphins 

13th October - Chinese Storytelling 
27th October - Grandparent Day  

15th December - Final Day 

Sea Stars 
12th October – Hey Dee Ho Music 

22nd October – Excursion to Ricketts Point 
28th October - Grandparent Day 

16th December - Final Day 



 

DOLPHIN REPORT  

 

Dolphin Report August 2016 
 
The weeks have flown by with so many activities and fun things in our programme 
we just don't seem to fit it all in. We started off the term talking about our families 
and who lives at our house. We used this activity to talk about how we are all 
different but still very special and unique. It was also a great opportunity to practice our counting. Thank 
you to the families who have contributed a photo to our group project of 'who lives in our house'. The 
children have loved looking at the photos and picking out their kinder friends from them. If you haven't 
brought in a photo yet there is still plenty of time to do so. 
 
While we have been looking at who lives in our house we have also talked about the things we might see 
on our way to kinder in our community. Our focus was road signs and safety. As a group we talked about 
some of the signs we see and what they mean to us and how we can be safe on the roads. It is fantastic 
when the children come to kinder and tell you what they have seen outside of kinder after we have talked 
about it as a group. Maybe on your next walk you could point out some of the safety signs and talk to your 
children about what they mean. 
 
Some of the children have also been very interested in writing their names so we have been doing lots of 
practice with letter recognition, name recognition and tracing over our names. The children are doing a 
fabulous job. Not all children will be able to write their name just yet but with practice and lots of fine 
motor manipulation the children are well on their way to success. 
 
This term the children have enjoyed exploring colour through the coloured window blocks. Holding these 
blocks up to their eyes the children could see that everything around them changed colour. Meg and Ava 
thought it was hilarious as they followed Linda around the room telling her she was yellow or blue. 
Colour is one of the first distinctions preschoolers make amongst things they see and also the start of 
descriptive language e.g. 'the green tree'. From this interest the children made their very own stained 
glass windows and we have stuck them to the kinder windows hoping the sun will reflect the colours into 
the playroom. 
 
Last week we practiced our fire drill which is done every term so the children are aware of what 
processes are in place in case of an emergency. This is our third practice and some of the children were 
fantastic in recalling that we need to 'stop and freeze' when they hear the whistle blown 3 times and to 
listen for instructions. Some even knew to dial 000 for an emergency. Well done Dolphins! 
 
Bubbles, bubbles and more bubbles. We have been blowing bubbles indoors and outdoors these last few 
weeks. The children have had so much fun trying to catch and pop all the bubbles as they fly off into the 
air. We decided to bring the bubbles indoors for some art activities and with lots of practice blowing into 
straws the children have created some beautiful artwork while again exploring colours and how they 
change when mixed. 
 
We had a mini Olympics on Thursday 11th. The children took part in 3 or 4 activities in small groups 
each getting a turn at each activity. We thought this would be a fun way to encourage games and working 
together while the 2016 Rio Olympics were on. I'm sure our Dolphin children will all bring home the 
GOLD. 
 
Parent/Teacher interview dates were on Thursday 18th August.  
 



 

 

Fundraising toy catalogues were placed in your pigeon holes for you to collect. These are a fantastic way 
to start your Christmas shopping with some great educational toys. A certain percentage of money spent 
comes back to the kinder for us to buy new resources for the children. 
 
Baby rabbits and a mummy rabbit are now coming in Term 4 and are to spend 4 weeks with us at kinder. 
This is an exciting programme that allows the children to watch as the mother looks after her young and 
how much the babies grow in such a short time. 
 
We had our Book Week dress up day. Our book theme was 'Possum Magic' and all things Australian. The 
Dolphin children are welcome to dress as their favourite book character. 
 
Dolphins celebrated their Fathers on Wednesday 31st August from 6-7, where we were on the lookout 
for some wildlife in the kinder yard, well maybe a possum or two. 
 
As always if you have any concerns or would like to contribute to the programme feel free to come and 
see us before or after the session or send us an email. 
 

Dolphin Report September 2016  

 

Well we are at the end of another term and didn't that go quickly. We have had so much fun and now we are 

on the home stretch to the end of the year. Apparently there are only 15 Friday's until Christmas.  

 

This term we embraced the Rio Olympics and had our very own Olympic Games. The dolphin group proved to 

be great athletes and all came home with a gold medal.   

 

The children have enjoyed a dress up day for book week where we dressed as our favourite book characters. 

Our theme was Australian books and the children had fun making their own vegemite sandwiches and fruit 

sticks to, enjoy for snack. We also had the lovely Leanne visit us from the Library to read us some funny 

stories that made us laugh out loud. 

 

We celebrated our dads and special people with a night at kinder where we hunted for possums, sang songs 

and read stories. We finished our evening giving our dads a gift that the children worked very hard on with 

lots of love and care. 

 

This term the children have come along in leaps and bounds, some children are enjoying the discoveries of 

writing their names or forming new shapes and making pictures. Others have got the hang of cutting with 

scissors which is always a tricky skill to learn.  

Social and emotional skills have been a big focus for our dolphins over the last 3 terms and it wonderful to see 

the children using the skills we have been learning put into practice. The children have developed skills to 

help them interact with their peers, to take turns and to be a good friend. All the skills the children learn take 

time and lots of practice. We are very proud of all the children's achievements over the year. 

 

We will end third term with a very Aussie footy day where the children can dress up in the team colours. 

 



 

Just a reminder to parents that are enrolled for 4yo kinder, there is an information night for our new Bush 
Kinder programme on the 19th of October. I encourage all parents to attend to help answer any questions 

or concerns you may have. The Bush Kinder programme is well documented as being very beneficial for 
children's learning and development and we are all very excited about offering it to our families next year. 

 
Linda and I wish you a safe and happy holidays and we look forward to seeing you on the 4th of 

October.  

 
 
Michelle S and Linda – dolphins@mentonepreschool.com.au  
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Penguins September Report 
 

Hello everyone and welcome to spring!  We have really enjoyed our first few sunny spring days and are look 
forward to more days in the sunshine. 
 
Looking back on the last month there have been many events and great experiences for the children. 
   
Book week was a week of fun and excitement. Our trip to the library was really a great day and I think the train 
ride was a highlight.  Our trip to the library and dress up day aimed to encourage a love of books, reading, and 
storytelling.  Our exploration of the story "possum Magic" really gave the children chance to think about the story, 
its characters and the detail of the story.  Thank you to all the parents who joined in the fun and excitement of the 
day. It was also great fun preparing for our Possum Magic party and we seem to have lots of really great chiefs in 
the Penguin group! 
 
Our Dads and special friends night at kinder was also a great kinder experience.  Such as great turn out and so 
much fun for the children and I hope it was also enjoyable for all our Dad's and friends.  The children really 
enjoyed making their presents and although it was difficult they managed to get through decorating the biscuits 
without eating too many lollies.   
 
Next up was our visit to Casey safety village with a very exciting bus trip all the way to Cranbourne!  This excursion 
taught many important safety messages to the children about fire and road safety.  Some of the messages we learnt 
have been included on the pictures below so please encourage your child to talk about the safety messages they 
learnt on the day and during the following days at preschool.  Thank you to the many parents who help us out on 
excursions your time and effort is greatly appreciated!  
 
 
We are delighted to let you know that we have two additional assistants who will be joining the penguins, Tina will 
be with us for 3 hrs on Mondays and Nicole for 3 hrs on Tuesdays.  Tina our Monday lunch care worker and Nicole 
have been funded Yoorella and we look forward to their involvement with the penguin group.  
 
Looking ahead for term 4, it is another exciting fun 4th term ahead.   
  
Such a fun time ahead and we are really looking forward to sharing this exciting time of the year with your 
children. 

 
 



 

 

Josie, Michelle, Halina and Tina 
penguins@mentonepreschool.com.au 
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Sea Stars Report 
 

Sea Star Report August 
We have had a lovely month with lots of stories to dramatise and cooking to enjoy as well as sports to 
participate in.  
 
On Friday 22nd July, Jim Perrau from Active Sports Australia came along to lead us in a number of 
athletic skills. He spent time teaching us how to breathe in through our nose and out through our mouths 
when warming up and exercising; he taught us how to 'high step ' when running, to run around obstacles 
and over hurdles,  to look at our goal when throwing , and to stretch when cooling down again. It was an 
interesting time, with many of the skills he introduced still being practised. We had the hoops and mats 
indoors for the children to jump with legs together around the circuit, and we have had the bean bags 
inside to toss into the numbered buckets - still a skill most children are practicing - getting 2 beanbags 
into the bucket labelled 2 has been challenge enough without getting 6 into the bucket labelled 6! Last 
Friday I muddled up the number sequence ...  Most children are now able to recognise the numerals 1 - 6 
(and beyond) as well as how many this represents.  
 
We are also becoming very comfortable at counting how many children are here each session - which will 
be 19 when two friends begin this week and we are all present. We will continue to work on recognising 
the written numerals. 
 
We have also enjoyed telling the stories of Jack and the Beanstalk, The Great Big Enormous Turnip, and 
Goldilocks and the 3 Bears. Acting and telling these stories with memorable sequence and repeated lines 
- “Fee Fi Fo Fum! I smell the blood of an Englishman!” So the old man pulled the old woman…; "Whose 
been eating my porridge?" - are wonderful for developing verbal sequencing, as well as memory. They 
are fun for a group to work together to achieve a mutually satisfying outcome by taking turns and sharing 
a clear storyline.  We have used puppets, cheerleading pom poms (for the scary and exciting parts of Jack 
and the Bean Stalk) and dress ups for the Great Big Enormous Turnip and Goldilocks and the 3 Bears - 
come on duty and I am sure the children will be delighted to put on a performance for you!  
 
We had an excursion to Parkdale Library on Friday 26th August. The children were invited to create a 
painting to be displayed at the library – check it out next time you visit! We travelled to and from the 
library by train. We ate lunch on the lawn outside before proceeding inside for the library experience. 
Thank you to the parent helpers on the day! 
 
A mother rabbit, a doe, and her babies, kittens, was due to be with us in August, however this has been 
rescheduled to the first week in October. We will watch them grow from tiny, creeping, furless babies in a 
warm snug nest of fur, into bouncy adorable baby rabbits in that month. The children will participate in 
feeding her with the pellets provided, as well as bringing food from home such as carrots, leafy greens, 
and turnips. NO POTATOS please! Keeping her water supply up will be important too. Later they will be 
able to hold the kittens - gently and quietly. It is always delightful to watch the children’s joy at holding 
these little bundles of cuteness!  
 
We had 10 minute Parent Teacher chats on Tuesday 23rd August.  
 
Much to celebrate and lots to look forward to! 
 



 

Sea Stars Report September 
 
It has been a lovely and  busy month with a special event each week since the middle of August.  
 
We celebrated the Australian Book Councils Book Week from Wednesday 24th August through to 
Friday 26th August. On Thursday 25th August everyone came to kindergarten as something, or 
someone Australian from the Mem Fox classic Australian book Possum Magic - we had koalas, 
kangaroos, Hush the  possum, an Aussie kid, a dingo, a snake, a lamington . We all helped to tell the 
story, saying or acting our part and finally dancing around the lamington to celebrate Hush's   
reappearance!  
 
There is a YouTube telling of the story here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BboBeS-vhjg to enjoy 
with your children if you like. Simple costumes of the animals or food featured in the story will be the 
order of the day!  
 

                
 
On the Friday we gathered our helpers - THANKYOU! - our lunch and picnic rugs and set off to the 
Mentone Railway Station. The train arrived, the driver checked we were all aboard, the doors closed 
and we were off! On arriving at Parkdale we disembarked and walked to the library. There we 
explored the small park outside the library, ate our lunch, played some more - including "What's the 
Time Mr. Wolf ?" before it was time to walk quietly into the library.  
 
Shelley the librarian was ready for us, and gathered us together and read This Is A Ball by Beck and 
Matt Stanton; Piranhas Don't Eat Banana's by Aaron Blabey; and the Very Noisy Bear by Nick Bland. 
Shelley also lead us in the finger rhymes "Five Cheeky Monkeys Swinging on a Tree" and "Five in the 
Bed." We then enjoyed the vast array of beautiful books - both informative and imaginative AND 
studied our painting displayed on the wall for all to enjoy!  
 
We have borrowed 17 books to enjoy here at kindergarten - Thank you to Lucy and James Reiter for 
the use of Lucy's library card.  
 
The following Wednesday, 31st August PJ Sheppard came and read us his book, and signed copies.  
Davey's Hairy Fear  which explores a child's exploration of a seemingly scary creature in the attic - 
with the help of his friend and dog he discovers it's really not  a scary creature at all but an animal 
from his father's veterinarian surgery!  
 
That Friday, the 2nd of September,  was Fathers Night - and the gifts we had been preparing were 
given to our special Dads, and the session enjoyed with him. It was great evening with the Dads 
participating in normal kindergarten activities with their child/ children. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BboBeS-vhjg


 

The next week was all about pedestrian and passenger  and fire safety . We reminded each other that 
when we are out and about we hold a grownups hand and always cross the road that way after we 
STOP! LOOK ! LISTEN and THINK. 
 
We always wear a seatbelt  as safe passengers  and a skate board, some tape, some blocks and two toy  
people  demonstrated  what can happen if we aren't wearing a seatbelt! (when the skateboard 
bumped into the blocks the people stayed safe when their 'seatbelts' were fastened.)  
 
We had an emergency evacuation practice where we Got Down Low to GO! GO! GO! to avoid 'smoke'. 
 
On Friday 9th September we travelled by bus - wearing our seat belts there and back - to the Casey 
Safety Village in Cranbourne. There we were reminded about fire safety at home, pedestrian and 
passenger safety and then it was time to practice our pedestrian  skills on the 'foot paths' and to  ride 
bicycles around the course.  
 
All too soon it was time to head back to kindergarten.  
 
Thank you to all our lovely helpers that day too!  
 
This week, the last one for Term 3 , is Footy Week - and we have a team dress up day on Friday 16th. 
Children were invited to come along in their teams colours - jumpers and hats -  if they have them.  
 
And of course we have managed to have lots of fun with our play based learning - 
 

     
 
Term 4 begins for Sea Stars on Wednesday 5th October 
 
Thank you 
 
Jenny, Michelle and Tina – seastars@mentonepreschool.com.au  
 

Mentone Pre School Acknowledges the Support of the Victorian Government 
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