
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
It’s busy, busy, busy at Mentone Preschool and 
it’s only February!   

 
We hope that you are all settling into the new 

timetable and finding that your children are 
coping with the longer hours. 
 

The first committee meeting of the year was 
held, and the search for a VP is over, with Chris 

stepping into the role!  We still don’t have a 
Group Representative for Penguins, so if you 
feel this is something you could do, please 

email us at info@mentonepreschool.com.au!!! 
 
We also welcome Nikki onto the Social and Fundraising team. 

 
We’ve had one fundraiser at the Mentone Bowling Club and raised $300.  We’ve also had 

an article in the newspaper ‘The Leader’!   
 
The Facebook page will be regularly updated as will the website with events and general 

happenings at the preschool. 
 

Please remember to ‘like’ our facebook page and more 

importantly subscribe to events to stay in the loop! 

 
We were supposed to hold a sausage sizzle at Coles Mentone, however unforunately this 
did not go ahead, but we hope to hold one sometime later this year.  You will be able to 

help out in various ways throughout the year, so keep a look out for emails from us. 
 

If you have a suggestion please feel free to let us know via our suggestion box, which 

is located in the foyer, email us, or speak to any of the educators or committee 
members – we’re all here to help!  
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDER 
 

 
 

 
Term 1 Working Bee - The first working bee of the year 

is for DOLPHINS and is taking place on Saturday 27th February from 9am 
until 12 noon – children are welcome to attend! 

 

Incursions/Excursions 

SEA STARS 
26th February - Museum Visit (at MPS) 

24th March - Excursion to Baker’s Delight 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Sunday 21st February 10am-4pm 

Gnome and Fairy Festival 

Come and join the fun at Peter Scullian Reserve, Mordialloc with a variety of stalls and activities 

suitable for children up to 10 years old (see attached flyer at end of newsletter). 

 

Sunday 6th March 10am-1pm 

Messy Fun Day at Mentone Preschool 

We need your help!  If you have any quality second-hand toys you’d like to donate to the toy stall, 

please bring them along, there will be a box in the foyer soon!  We hope to see new faces at the 

event and all are welcome to attend! 

 

Sunday 20th March 10am-1pm  

Easter Egg Hunt and Welcome BBQ at Kingston Heath Reserve - tickets $5 per child or $10 per family 

 

Term 1 ends…23rd March (Penguins) and 24th March (Sea Stars and Dolphins) and this is when 

Term 2 fees are due, you’ll receive an email reminder in the coming weeks.    



 
DOLPHIN REPORT  

 
Hello and welcome to all our Dolphin families for 2016.  

 

Thank you to all our families for a very successful interview and orientation 

week. These days are very important to staff, family and children in getting to 

know one another and making a smooth transition into kindergarten. It has 

been lovely getting to know more about your families. The children have settled 

very well into our kinder routine and have enjoyed many of the activities inside 

and outside. 

 

Inside the children have enjoyed drawing, painting, playdoh, blocks, puzzles and our home corner. 

Outside the swings and sandpit have been a popular choice and with the addition of dinosaurs and 

wooden logs it makes for some great imaginative play. 

 

Our program at the moment is focusing on getting to know one another and getting to know our routines 

such as washing hands before snack, sunscreen and hats before we go outside and packing away our 

toys. 

 

During our mat time we are talking about how we can be a good friend at kinder. We will discuss with the 

children how we can be kind to one another, how we can ask to join in play and talk about feelings. 

 

Linda and I are enjoying getting to know all the children and their individual 

personalities and we are very excited to expand the programming as we get to 

know their interests. 

 

Michelle and Linda – dolphins@mentonepreschool.com.au  
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SEA STAR PROGRAM REPORT 

 

We have enjoyed a variety of messy activities - a reminder that 
kindergarten can be a messy place, and clothes suitable for mess 

are de rigueur! - such as painting using large sponge brushes and 
dish mops and wide bristle brushes. We have also enjoyed slimey 
slime, and thick gooey finger paint.  

 

 
A photographer form the Leader Newspaper visited last Wednesday 3rd February to 

publicise our Messy Play Day and so photographed 2-3 children enjoying these 
activities outside - looking forward those photographs!  

 
We have also enjoyed Nursery rhymes (these provide excellent language 
development, as the memory of them along rhythm of the poems helps to establish 

good speech rhythms). We have added puppets and books and used them at group 
times as well as with individual children to help them come alive. We will add games 
(Memory and Snap) and continue with them for a little longer.  

 
We have also had shells and fish and beach items available as many children have 

spent time there with their families.  
 

Keeping the children Sun Safe has also been a priority and this 

is evidenced by the time set aside for chin to apply their sun 
screen before going outside to play as well reapplying after two 
hours if we are still outside or going out again. The children 

also each have a red Sea Star hat to wear, which is keep here 
at kindergarten. (Penguins hats are yellow, Dolphins are blue).  

 
The children, and a Mum on duty have helped to develop Rules for Everyone - these 
include "We come to sit on the mat" from Alice, and "Be Nice" from Tori; "No 

Fighting" from Oscar; and "When you are sitting on the mat you need to be quiet" 
from Fifi. All excellent rules to live by!  

 
We will continue to discover your child's strengths and 
interests and incorporate them into our program throughout 

the year. 
 
Jenny and Michelle 

seastars@mentonepreschool.com.au  
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PENGUINS REPORT 

 Hello penguin families and welcome to term 1! We have begun the year on such a positive 

note and it has been a lovely way for everyone to get to know each 

other. 

We would like to thank you for your patients during the orientation 

timetable. Halving the group for the first session allowed us to 

ensure that all the children felt happy and safe at preschool and staff 

had the time to get to know them. We have a mix of last year’s 

three year old group and new children to the kindergarten so it’s the perfect mix of catching 

up with old friends and making new ones. 

Our main focus for the first few weeks will be ensuring that all children and their families feel 

welcomed, safe and happy to be at kinder. Our routines have been established, and 

independence has been a big focus as the children are already taking on the responsibly of 

setting the tables for snack and lunch, putting belongings away and all packing away together. 

On Monday we also established the rules that keep us safe and happy at kinder. The children 

had some great ideas and I think the suggestion that we always Dance at kinder was our 

favourite! Other important things like being kind to our friends, and that we don't hit or hurt 

our friends, were also welcomed suggestions. We hope that this process will create a feeling 

of community within the group as we respect and care for each other.  

A big thank you to Danny's grandparents who came in to help put 

decorations up for the Chinese new year. We have such a culturally diverse 

group this year which provides lots of opportunities for celebrating 

diversity and learning about our world!! 

Looking ahead for the rest of the term, we are excited that our first excursion 

has already been organised. On Wednesday 23rd March we will be walking to Bakers 

Delight to purchase a hot crossed bun and we will then continue to the park on Mentone 

Parade for a picnic so we can enjoy our yummy hot crossed buns! This is a simple but fun and 

important excursion as we create ties with our local community and enjoy the excitement of 

sharing experiences with our friends. 

A notice will be sent home shortly with details. 

Please remember that if you have any questions or concerns staff are always available and we 

can arrange a time to meet or you can also email us on penguins@mentonepreschool.com.au  

Many thanks 

Josie, Halina and Michelle 
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