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Another year is underway at Mentone Pre-School, and the children are all enjoying their 
time playing, climbing, dancing, singing, reading and having fun! It is very pleasing to see 
the growth that is already underway, with so much more adventure and learning to come 
as the year progresses. 
 
  
February Committee Meeting 
 
Many important topics were covered at this 
year’s first committee meeting, including: 
 

• Fundraising 
• Open Day advertising/general 

promotion of the kinder 
• Funds allocated to new 

furniture/rugs/playground bark 
• Enrolment specifics 
• Social events for parents 

 

Key Dates 
 
Bush Kinder Information Night  14 Mar 

Gnome & Fairy Festival  17 Mar 

March Committee Meeting  19 Mar 

Working Bee    30 Mar 

End of T1    5 Apr  

Start of T2    23 Apr 

Open Day    4 May 

  

A Big Thankyou… 
To the new Officeworks in Mentone for their generous donation which will be presented at their 
official opening ceremony on Friday 22nd March. The new store address is: 3 Nepean Hwy, 
Mentone.  
 

 

Mentone Primary School &  

St. Patrick's Primary School… 

Mentone PS is currently accepting families for 
tours and enrolments are open. Mentone is a 
zoned school, so families should check the 
boundaries on the school website.  Families 
may be placed on a waitlist if maximum 
numbers are exceeded.  Consult with the 
school for further information. 
 
St. Patrick’s will be taking applications as of 13 
Mar, and cut-off is 3 May. 
There will also be an Open Day on Wed 13 
Mar between 9-3pm. 
 

Feb Newsletter 

Our Lady of Assumption Parish 

Primary School… 

Applications are now open for Prep 2020. 

Open Day   1st May 

Parent Info Evening  8th May 7pm 

Contact Principal Leonie Young for further 

information. 

Ph: 9584 9488 

Email: principal@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

mailto:principal@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au


 

Committee Clean-up Night 
 
Our wonderful committee came together on 23rd Jan and did an outstanding job in 
cleaning and tidying the Pre-school prior to the commencement of Term 1. 
 
Jobs completed include; 
 

• Cleaning interior windows 
• Cleaning outside foyer 
• Weeding front and rear garden 
• Trimming of bushes at front fence 
• Clearing away cobwebs from fences 
• Sweeping up leaves and sand 
• Planting plants 
• Placing compost on the garden 
• Raking over tanbark 
• Watering plants and trees 

 
A HUGE thank you to those that volunteered their time. Your help and support in the 
maintenance and running of our Pre-school is ever so appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Seastars Report 
 
Term one is well and truly underway. All the children have settled well into the kinder routine 
enjoying their new environment and building friendships. Anne, Robyn and I are enjoying getting to 
know all the children and are looking forward to a year full of fun. We are also slowly getting to 
know all the families, mum's, dad's and grandparents. So many names to remember. It does take us 
a while sometimes so please feel free to stop by and have a chat on your way in or out so we can 
get to know you. Parents and grandparents are more than welcome to stay and play any time, just 
fill out the roster in the foyer or let one of the staff know you would like to join us. 
 
We have started the year with many different 
activities that help us all get to know one another. 
The children have been exploring their sense of self 
by drawing self-portraits and making identity 
creatures. These activities help the children and 
teachers get to know one another as well as 
allowing the children to develop a sense of 
awareness of self and others. It also helps children 
understand that we all have differences but have 
the same feelings and emotions. Activities such as 
these also help the teachers gauge what 
help/support may be needed for children in 
different skill areas such as fine motor and social 
emotional skills. 
 
The start of the year is an important time for the 
children as they get to know one another and the 
kinder routines. Our program is designed to help 
children feel comfortable and build new 
friendships. We have activities such as playdoh, 
drawing, painting, collage, home corner, blocks 
and construction. We have small group activities 
for two children up to larger tables set up for four children. As the year progresses we add in the 
children's interests. So far this year the children have loved collage and construction activities. This 
week we have also set up an interest table on bees after Ethan brought in some honeycomb from 
a friend’s beehive. These interests can evolve into so much exploration and learning. 
 
We love music and instruments at kinder and we use them regularly to help the kinder transition 
during the day. We use the big drum to let children know we are ready for our morning meeting 
where we will discuss our plans for the day and do a morning acknowledgment to country. I 
wonder if your child can tell you our acknowledgment? The song Melbourne train is a great way to 
gather the children together after our outdoor play. The children hear the train whistle, jump 
aboard our train and line up ready for group time or lunch. There is a great part where the children 
do some scatting and they love it. We will soon be starting small group music with Robyn, who will 
teach the children some fun action songs. Wednesdays we will also begin our cooking sessions 
where the children can prepare and taste some yummy recipes. 
 
We have had such a positive start to our year thanks to all the amazing families in our whole kinder 
community. Thank you for being part of our kinder family and we look forward to making many 
happy memories for you and your children. 
 
Michelle Sundstrom, Anne Chegwidden, Robyn Brown & Kerry Cromie 



Dolphins Report 
 
Hello and welcome to Term One of Dolphins!  
 
It has been amazing to have the children commence their 2019 Dolphins’ learning journey. 
 
The Dolphins’ year opened with small group transitions which assisted the children to get to know each other 
a little and to feel a sense of security in their preschool environment. Now that they have come together as a 
whole, the children demonstrate increasing confidence in being group team-members.  
 
At the beginning of each preschool year, a major focus for the educators is to observe and document the 
children’s individual learning needs. We look closely at what experiences the children frequent as well as 
derive enjoyment for. Up to now, the children have demonstrated much enthusiasm for engaging with sand 
and water play, books, singing, climbing, imaginative play and block-building.  

 
The topics that the children have already expressed interests for are dinosaurs, pretend cooking, babies and 
vehicles. Of course, in the outdoor area the children are particularly drawn to the tap in our billabong. It is 
wonderful to see how they experiment with the lever to release water to fill their vessels.  
Thank you to all our families for providing insightful and helpful information about their child’s learning needs 
via our enrolment process. 

Becoming familiar with routines and transitions builds on the children’s sense of being and belonging. During 
the first few weeks, the children have become more self-confident in their ability to follow the flow of the day. 
We will continue to support the children to build on their independence and self-care skills. 



Thank you to all our families for assisting us with our arrival and departure procedures. All tasks, such as 
applying sunscreen, hanging up the kinder bag, putting the drink bottle and snack on the right trolleys, 
waiting for your name to be called before going to your adult etc, helps each child to gain predictability for 
kinder practices. 
  

 
 
We view our families as their child’s primary educators and value the vital role you all play in your child’s 
education. Robyn and I very much look forward to working in partnership with you and your child to achieve 
their learning goals. Thank you to our families for volunteering for our Parent Participation roster. Your child 
loves when you take part in their experiences at the centre, help others, read or tell stories. Please feel 
welcome to approach us if you have any skill, interest or hobby to share with the children.  
PS. Our Dolphins’ family frames in the block area are beautiful and the children just delight at looking at their 
own family. 
 
I welcome you to email me with any questions you have regarding your child’s development throughout the 
year via dolphins@mentonepreschool.com.au  Alternatively, there are options of face to face or phone 
meetings outside the sessions. I am happy to accommodate times that are mutually suitable.  
  
We hope that all our Dolphins children have had a truly special first few weeks. Robyn and I anticipate a 
great year of joyful involvement with each child’s learning as they journey through Mentone Preschool.  
 
Thank you for all your support to make the 2019 Dolphins beginnings so superb! 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Teresa and Robyn 
Dolphins Educators 
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Penguins Report 
Hello penguin families and welcome to term 1!   
We have begun the year on such a positive note  
and all the children have settled quickly. We 
have  
a mix of last year’s three-year old group and 
new children to the kindergarten enabling us to  
enjoy the perfect mix of catching up with old  
friends and also making new ones. 
 
Our main focus for the first few weeks has been 
to 
ensure that all children and their families feel  
welcomed, safe and happy to be at kinder.  Our  
routines have been established, providing a 
sense of security and belonging.  Independence  
has been a big focus as the children are already  
taking on the responsibly of getting their snacks,  
putting their belongings away and having a go 
at packing up together. 

We are also concentrating on getting to know 
the children and their likes and interests. This 

really allows us to ensure that our program 
makes learning fun and engaging.   
We have discovered this week that many of 
the children love cooking as we started our 
regular cooking experiences. With some help 
from Owen’s mum Theresa, we enjoyed 
making and eating dumplings!  We hope to 
continue with an alternating cooking and 
science program, enjoying both experiences 
on a fortnightly basis. Please remember if you 
have a favourite science or cooking 
experience we’d love to have your 
involvement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Encouraging respect and awareness of our 
environment has also been a focus as we 
have discussed the importance of our 
compost bin and what scraps from our lunch 
box will compost.  We have also started our 
veggie garden and look forward to including 
our veggies in our cooking program, involving 
the children in the full process from planting to 
eating!  
Healthy eating has been a constant topic of 
discussion at snack time and it has been 
wonderful to see so many healthy lunch 
boxes. The children have been doing a great 
job of remembering to have their fruit and 
veggies first.  
 
 
 

 
I can’t believe we've only had 3 weeks with 
the penguins, so much fun in such a short 
period of time! 
 
LOOKING AHEAD... 
14th March - Bush kinder information night. 
19th March - Responsible pet ownership 
program.  
2nd April - Bakers Delight excursion 
5th April - Last day of term 1. 
23rd April - 1st day of term 2 and 1st bush 
kinder session!! 
Reminder- Please ensure your 
child has been sun blocked on 
arrival to preschool.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Registrations are now open for Parkdale Auskick 2019. 
To register your Auskicker for the 2019 season go to 

play.afl/auskick/2019-registration & choose Parkdale as your 
preferred Auskick Centre. 

Contact Parkdale Auskick via parkdale.auskick@tpg.com.au 
NAB AFL Auskick play.afl/auskick 
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