SEASTARS REPORT…
Term 2 is almost done and the children are developing socially and emotionally in leaps and bounds. We are
seeing many new friendships being formed and lots of new found confidence amongst the children. We are
still working with the children to develop their social and emotional skills ready for school. Helping them to
identify and express their feelings in a positive way. Children can express their feelings through facial
expressions, through their body, their behaviour and play. Sometimes they may act out their feelings in
physical, inappropriate or problematic ways. When children learn to manage their emotions in childhood it
leads to positive attitudes and behaviour later in life. There are many ways you can help your child learn about
and express their feelings, take a look at this web page https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/issues/helpingkids-identify-and-express-feelings
This term we have introduced a sports program where we encourage the children to participate in ball skills,
balance activities, climbing and good motor control. Although we have many spontaneous physical activities
during our day, we have found it important to have some intentional sport to encourage all children to be
active and participate in physical activity. The benefits are numerous such as: promoting healthy growth and
development, helping to achieve and maintain a healthy weight, building strong bones and muscles,
improving cardiovascular fitness, improving balance, coordination and strength, maintaining and developing
flexibility, improving posture, assisting with the development of gross motor and fine motor skills, providing
the opportunity to develop fundamental movement skills, helping to establish connections between different
parts of the brain, improving concentration and thinking skills, improving confidence and self-esteem,
relieving stress and promoting relaxation, providing opportunities to develop social skills and make friends
and improving sleep.
We have also introduced our kinder friends Chocolate and Lloyd. Some families have already met our take
home bears and had many adventures with him. Chocolate and Lloyd are given to 2
children on a Wednesday to take home and have lots of fun and adventures with their
families. They come back to kinder on the Monday and the children excitedly share their
time with the bears. Thank you families for helping your child with their stories, they
thoroughly enjoy sharing their special time with the bears.
We are always amazed at the learning that is happening around us with the children’s
interests. All year the children have enjoyed the mudpatch and sandpit and are always
extending their learning through doing and lots of conversation with other children.
How do we build a tunnel? How can we stop the water from disappearing? Why does
the water disappear? Recently the children built a river system and wanted to see what
could float down their river. We supplied different materials that the children could experiment with and
build boats and watch them float or sink down the river. This term the children have been very interesting in
measuring. We have measured with rulers, tape measures, blocks of different sizes and even measured with
time.
Music is a very important part of our program, Researchers in recent years have been building up a convincing
case, showing that music eases stress, stimulates brain development, aids memory and spatial awareness,
supports communication and language development and promotes a sense of wellbeing. Music is good for
learning of all kinds. We have added some sign language to our singing as well as singing the hokey pokey in
indigenous language.
Our Doctors home corner has been a big hit this term with
many children visiting their own doctors for the flu shot.
We have had many patients in and out of our Mentone
Kinder clinic, thankfully all doing well. This imaginative
play area tied in well with our visit from St John

Ambulance who came to show the children how to do first aid and what to do in an emergency. This was a
great way for the children to connect to community.
The children have enjoyed the opportunity to cook and try new healthy foods that they might not try at home.
We have made soup and recently we fired up the camp fire and made damper. We talked about fire safety
and the boundaries around the fire so no one would get hurt or burnt. A teacher was around the fire at all
times and the children were seated around our circle of safety. Some of the children helped Michelle make
the damper and we waited and waited until it slowly cooked in the camp fire. We finally got to eat it at
afternoon tea with butter and jam, yum!
Just this week we had a visit from Drama Toolbox where Kate took us on a journey being Habitat Heroes
helping save the planet from destruction. We talked about sustainability and 4 r’s Reduce, Reuse, Recycle,
Repurpose and how this will save our trees, our animals and our environment. The children were all able to
join in by dressing up as different characters as they explored each environment around the world.
Next Wednesday is our last day for the term and we are looking forward to our teddy bears picnic and pyjama
day.
Term 3 starts on the 15th of July and we have many exciting things planned for the term. Keep an eye out for
emails or flexibuzz notifications to keep up to date.
We have had a few items of clothing go missing at kinder as well as having several items of lost property in
our foyer. We allow the children to take off shoes and jumpers throughout the day and encourage them to
put them either in their bag or the baskets we provide for them. Unfortunately for some mysterious reason
some items go missing, they may be accidently put in other children’s bags. Please help us and other parents
by naming all items that come to kinder. It helps us return these things to the correct owner.
We are looking forward to a fabulous term of kinder and we encourage parents to join in. If you have any
skills, or something you would like to share with the children, read a story in your home language, are a police
officer, fireman, nurse, or know anyone that could share something interesting with our children we would be
very grateful. We love having the community come to our kinder.
Thanks to all families for your support throughout the term
Michelle, Anne, Robyn and Kerry

PENGUIN’S REPORT…
Term two is nearly over and we have seen lots of social development within the group as
the children are expanding their friendship groups. We have introduced the story "fill a
bucket" and conversations around how we can show kindness to others (fill our buckets).
Every day we discuss how we have filled others buckets or how others have filled our
bucket.
This is a story that creates the visual concept that when we are kind and caring to our
friends, we fill their buckets and when our buckets are full we feel happy. If you would like
to share this story and concept of empathy and caring for others at home, here is the link
with further information.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXhCV689_Ok
http://www.bucketfillers101.com/index.php .
The alert program has also been helping us learn about emotions and regulating them. The
program uses a concept of our bodies have engines and to make our engines just right for
learning we need to make them run just right white, not to fast not to slow! Our engines are
represented in the
program as, the
revved up red car, the
mellow yellow car
and the just right white
car. To make our
engines just right white
encourages
strategies like "taking
a deep breath,
finding a quiet place or
experience to slow
our engine down.
We have also been enjoying our Friday sessions with Karen from willow way who has been
engaging the children with creative movement and Yoga. The children have explored topics
such as the Australian bush, transport and Karen also continued our theme of filling
buckets through creative movement and Yoga.

We have also enjoyed our fortnightly cooking and
science program and well done to all the children
who tried the burnt veggie soup! Science is
always fun with lots of questioning and discovery.
Our regular Thursday music sessions with Anne
are always a highlight and continue to support us
to imbed music and singing in our everyday
experiences.
Our first term of bush kinder is coming to an end
and what a fun term it’s been. The children's
interests have all been different, some enjoy
investigating the bugs and some children love
finding the best trees to climb. They all love our
discovery walks and the “broken tree” seems to
be the favorite spot. Our rainy session was lots of
fun last week but please remember its only fun
when we are dressed appropriately, waterproof
clothing is a must.

SCIENCE IN THE
BUSH…

Finally, we would like to send Oscar, Kotoko, Sam and Felix all the best for their next
adventure as they move to London at the end of term 2. It has been such a pleasure to have
them as a part of our kinder community and we will miss them dearly.

DATES FOR THE DIARY....
Friday 28th June - last day of term - teddy bear and PJ’s day!
Tuesday 16th July 1st day term 3.
Thursday 1st August - African drumming,
Friday 16th August - Visit to the library and morning tea.
Dads/special friends’ night. -This will be a night time walk at Braeside park. Date to be
confirmed. (Last week in August).

•
•
•
•
•

DOLPHIN’S REPORT…
Dear Families,
Welcome to Dolphins June News!
Visual art experiences help young children to develop to
their critical thinking, self-expression and communication
skills as well as opportunities to transform matter. In
Dolphins, we provide an array of art experiences for the
children to explore.
During the past few
weeks, the children
indicated an interest in
mixing and blending
assorted paint colours.
Painting with marbles
was introduced and the
children made
observations that when they moved the marbles through
the paint, they could make different patterns, shades and colours.
This curiosity for affecting change, was
extended by providing other
implements such as various
sized/patterned rollers to mix paints.
Wow!

The children’s interest for mixing then
moved onto science investigations. We
explored how other materials can
change when added to different ingredients. Goop was made for children to observe what can occur when
a dry ingredient (Lux Flakes) is combined with a liquid (water).

This led to much fun learning!

Our next provocation related to how we can change the colour of flowers. We put in carnations into dyed
water to see if we could change their colour. The children came into class for their subsequent session and
noted that they indeed had changed colour. Some of the children’s observations were that the “coloured
water” made the flowers alter colour and another comment was that the water “melted” into the flowers. We
will continue experimenting with different materials throughout the year.
We have been looking into the many cultures we have within our
Dolphin’s community and beyond via books, interest tables with items
relating to our First Australians and different countries, art and craft
experiences and discussions. We read a book about how to say hello
in different languages and this extended our interest and appreciation
for children in our group who are learning a second language. We very
much encourage our families to share their cultural heritage.
Learning to identify and express emotions assists young children to
manage them more effectively and the subject of feelings has been
an ongoing enquiry in Dolphins. The children initiated this interest after
looking at picture cards with various facial expressions. They talked
about what it was like to feel sad, scared or happy. We read a book about a girl, Sophie, who could get
really, really, angry! Much discussion transpired about what happenings made Sophie so angry and then
what helped her to calm down. They offered ideas as to what helped her to become calm:
• “Looking at the beach”
• “Coming back to her family”
• “Being with her family
• “Looking at the waves”
• “Listening to the waves”
Further on, we asked the children what they know about families. Some of their responses were; “people”,
“people in a house” and “Mum and Dad”. When prompted further, another child replied, “love”.
The children are showing increasing confidence to relate their ideas about emotions within the group. We will
continue to explore this topic.

Getting ready for a group photo!

Upcoming Dates:
•
•
•

Thursday 27 June – Last day Term Two
Tuesday 16 July – First day Term Three
Thursday 26 July – Teddy Bear/Soft Creature
Picnic (more information to follow)

We wish all our children and families a
wonderful holiday and we look forward to
more fabulous learning in Term Three.
Warm regards,
Teresa and Robyn
Dolphins Educators

Thank you to all our families for
your continued incredible
support. You are all amazing!

Keep providing the Winter
Woollies!!!!
We are all smiles when we play
outside!

