Mar Newsletter
Term one is coming to a close,
How quickly it all goes!
We’ve had many a warm day,
Allowing for lots of outdoor play.
Friendships are blooming, brains are expanding,
Playing and learning though, can be demanding.
So enjoy the break, may it be restful and sunny.
And we hope you get spoiled by the Easter Bunny!

March Committee Meeting

Key Dates

Many important topics were covered at this
year’s second committee meeting, including:

Cadbury Fundraiser money due

4 Apr

T2 Fees Due

5 Apr

End of T1

5 Apr

Start of T2

23 Apr

April Committee Meeting

24 Apr

ANZAC Day

25 Apr

Open Day

4 May

•
•
•
•
•
•

Enrolment processes
Open Day organisation
Banking and finances by treasurer
Grants update
Working Bee discussions
Publicity and Fundraising updates

A Big Thankyou…
To the new Officeworks in Mentone for their generous donation. A whopping $2000 cheque was
presented to our committee member representatives at their official opening ceremony on Friday
22nd March.
Thank you also to Spotlight, Coles & Six Senses coffee for their support this term.

Penguins Referral 10% Discount…

Term 2 Fees Due…

We currently have 3 vacancies in our 4yo
Penguins group which includes the Bush Kinder
program.

Please note: Invoices for term 2 fees have
been issued and payment is due by April 4.

A 10% discount on term 3 fees will be offered to
anyone providing a referral that results in an
enrolment in our Penguins group from term 2.

If you have not received an invoice or need
to discuss individual payment arrangements,
please contact us via the following email
address:
assistanttreaaurer@mentonepreschool.com

Please contact us via the following email
address for further information, or to make a
referral:
4yoenrolments@mentonepreschool.com.au
Mentone Pre School Acknowledges the Support of the Victorian Government

IMPORTANT INFORMATION…
Please note: Applications for four-year-old sessional kindergarten open on 1 May every
year. To be included in the first allocation round, please submit your application by 30
June.
Enrolments for four-year-old kindergarten are made through the Council, NOT the
preschool.
Go to kingston.vic.gov.au/kindergarten for more information.

A Reminder…
If your child is transitioning to Primary School next year, now is a good time to start the
enrolment process. Please see February’s newsletter for information regarding local
school’s Open Days enrolment application/cut-off dates, etc.

Mentone Preschool Trivia Night &
Silent Auction. Save the date!!
WHEN: Saturday 1st June 2019
WHERE: Mentone Life Saving Club
Book in your babysitters, get together your friends, family, colleagues
and neighbours for a fun night with trivia, games, an amazing silent
auction, drinks and nibbles.
More details to come in the following weeks, so stay tuned!

LETS HAVE SOME FUN!!

Fundraising Update…
Welcome Picnic and Raffle:
Thank you to all the families that came to the Welcome Picnic on Sunday 17th February. We had a
great turn out and it was wonderful to meet so many families, as well as let all the children get to
know each other more.
We raised $105 from the raffle on the day, which was a fabulous effort.
Thanks to Mordy HQ, The Bay Hotel and Myer for their donations for the raffle.
Gnome and Fairy Festival:
The weather Gods turned on the sun for us this year and there was a big turn out from the
community.
We were the only pre school at the festival this year which made it a money can't buy promotional
opportunity for us. Our helium balloons were a big hit and they were everywhere you looked.
We raised $82 from the sale of playdough and our 'Photo with a Fairy' opportunity.
Thank you to all the families who made playdough in the weeks prior, this was a big help!
Thank you to our sponsors for this event www.aussiemasonandpreservingjars.com.au for donating
all the jars for the playdough.
Thank you also to Costume World for the wonderful Fairy Costumes we hired on the day.
The Fundraising Committee would like to give a big shout out to those who helped out on the day.
Particularly in the morning when we were run off our feet with balloons requests, your flyer
distribution, play dough sales and helium balloon production line were top notch! We could not
have done it without all of you and appreciate you giving up a few hours of your time on a Sunday.
So, thank you Louisa Tanner, Sarah Murray, Katrina Shanks, Chris & Anke Trott, Nanhini Suruliraj and
Josie Milner.
Cadbury Chocolates Fundraiser:
Thank you to all families who have taken home boxes of chocolates for fundraising. Selling all the
boxes will take us half way to matching our grant request to replace the flooring in the preschool, so
this is an important fundraiser for us.
A reminder all fundraising money is due back to the preschool by Thursday 4th April. Any concerns
please contact us at fundraising@mentonepreschool.com.au
Upcoming Officeworks Sausage Sizzle:
Save the date, we are booked in for a sausage sizzle at the new Mentone Officeworks for Saturday
22nd June.
We will be asking families to please sign up to donate an hour or two of their time to help cook the
BBQ and run the stall between 9am - 4pm. Please put this date in your diary. The Sign-up sheet will
be available in the foyer in Term 2.

Are you available to help us with fundraising?
We are always after help for fundraising activities. This is a huge job for the preschool and we are
short on hands for the Fundraising Committee. Whether it is as a permanent member of the
fundraising committee, or helping us out for a particularly event (eg. Trivia Night, Officeworks,
Sausage Sizzle), we would really appreciate some assistance from our families. We would
particularly like a parent from the Dolphins group to be on the Fundraising Committee if someone
has time to help.
We really need help for our all day events like festivals and sausage sizzles, if you can donate an
hour of your time, it would go a long way in helping us achieve our fundraising targets.
Do you have something you can donate to our upcoming silent auction or raffles?
Never underestimate what you might have to offer!
Do you work for a business that may offer a service, gift voucher or product that might be desired
for a raffle or silent auction? Examples may be Physiotherapy or beauty vouchers, trade services,
personal training, retail vouchers or experiences.
Do you frequent a local restaurant or cafe who might be able to donate?
Are you a member of a golf or tennis club?
Do your kids participate in activities that offer vouchers?
Can you recommend a business that the fundraising committee should contact for a donation?
Please contact us at Fundraising@mentonepreschool.com.au if you have an idea, or something to
offer.

What's New?
The City of Kingston approved our grant application in January for a new, custom-made
sandpit cover. The new cover recently arrived and it looks amazing! More importantly, it will
help keep the sandpit clean so it can be enjoyed by our children.
Thank you, City of Kingston for enabling us to make this purchase

A Message from the President…
I hope you and your families are settling in well into the new school year.
I wanted to remind you all of the importance of fundraising to keep our kindergarten alive
and going strong. As we are community owned and run, without fundraising and our
families, then our beautiful school would not be able to operate.
We have an amazing fundraising team on our committee - Lucinda, Nicola & Amy.
However, we as a community also need to ensure we are doing our bit to help the
fundraising team, as it is a job for all the families to ensure we are helping out. These girls
are doing the hard work getting events organised, setting up donations, plus so much
more!
It is up to us, the families, not just the committee members to show up, help out and support
our school, children and fellow parents.
I look forward to meeting you all soon at our future events and working bees.
Fiona (Fynn’s mum Penguins)
President

Some School Holiday Fun…

The Melbourne Comedy Festival will be presenting a children's event at the
Melbourne Town Hall called:

Mr Snot Bottom's Horrible, Terrible, Really, Really, Bad, Bad, Show.
Please see link below for further information.
https://www.comedyfestival.com.au/2019/shows/mr-snot-bottom-s-horribleterrible-really-really-bad-bad-show

Seastars Report…
We have nearly come to the end of our first term at Mentone Preschool. How quickly the time has
flown and what fun we have had. The children have settled well into our kinder routine and are
now very familiar with the day to day programme. The children have thoroughly enjoyed music with
Robyn and cooking with Anne. Next term we will be adding a weekly sport program and some fun
science experiments to our program.
The children have been busy with the many activities we have had on offer. We have talked about
healthy eating and rainbow foods and making good choices. We have been checking our lunch
boxes to see how many colours we can find to make our food rainbow. Children who eat healthy
foods in their everyday lives can be more alert and interested in activities which can improve their
concentration and learning.
Robyn from the responsible pet program came to visit with her dog Roger. She taught us how to be
responsible around dogs and that we should only pat a dog if the owner says it’s ok. All the children
demonstrated what they had learnt when they asked Robyn if they could please pat her dog.
Our program offers the children many opportunities to build skills socially and emotionally. It is such
an important time for children to develop resilience, know how to build friendship and understand
their emotions and how to deal with them. Through group activities, games and role play we help
the children develop these skills. One of the first principals in the Early Years Learning framework is
about the importance of relationships to learning. Children are more affective learners when they
are able to get along with other children.
Thank you to Anne, Robyn and Kerry and our Ab
Fab admin Faye. What a great term we have
had, I am honestly blessed with a fantastic
supportive team. And to the rest of the Mentone
Preschool staff, you are amazing to work with.
Thank you for a great team spirit and a wonderful
term 1.
We would like to say a big congratulations to
Anne C who recently got married to her now
husband Russ in a surprise ceremony on the 30th
of March.
Myself and the team would like to thank all our
Sea Stars families for making first term so smooth
and enjoyable. Thank you all for your
contributions through parent help, it is always
very much appreciated. We would like to wish
you all a safe and happy holiday and look
forward to seeing you all in term 2.
Michelle, Anne, Robyn and Kerry.

Dolphins Report…
Welcome Dolphin families to our March news!
The children have really settled well into the year. They bring their abundant enthusiasm, ideas and
wonderings each session.
Nature is such an integral part of our program. Play involving natural materials is an invitation for young
children to explore, create and share their amazement for their physical world. There is a great deal of
unexpected learning that occurs every day as they observe, listen to and manipulate their environment.

Creating patterns with sand

Looking for objects in the outdoor area

Sweeping Autumn leaves
on a windy day

Making things
with vegetation to extend dramatic play themes

Creating a volcano
With tanbark

Predicting weather patterns
Each session, the children are provided with numerous
opportunities to express their artistic creativity.
Planned and incidental art experiences allow the
children choice to produce patterns, symbols, colour
investigations and visual representations. Often, we
see children truly engaging with their artwork when
given uninterrupted time to create and re-create.
They demonstrate delight when adults comment on
their obvious enjoyment of the process.
It is wonderful to observe the children’s
artful play!

Thank you to our families for
being such great Parent Participation (PP) helpers. Our
children love having you interact with them while they are playing, helping them with their activities or even
demonstrating an experiment. We are very privileged to have a supportive kinder community.

Thank you for bringing in your child’s photo for our Being and Belonging project which is progressing well.
An update will follow shortly….
Upcoming Dates:
•
•
•

Thursday 4 April - Last Day Term One. We will make Fruit Kebabs!
Tuesday 23 April - First Day Term Two
Thursday 25 April - Anzac Day (No class on this day)

Warm regards,
Teresa and Robyn
Dolphins Educators

Penguins Report…
Hello everyone,
We have had a great month and have been busy
exploring science, cooking, planting veggies and
more!
Our fortnightly cooking and science program has
been a hit. We know that young children learn best
through hands on learning and the exploding
volcano experiment really allowed us to explore
science in our play, If you have a favourite science
or cooking experience we’d love to have your
involvement.
Music has also been imbedded in our program and
we hope the children have been sharing our pack up
song with you at home and the many other other songs
we sing at kinder. The children are becoming more
confident in finding their singing voices and even singing
on their own to the group. Anne has a special interest in
music for children and we have been loving her expertise
in this area.
LOOKING AHEAD...
2nd April - Bakers Delight excursion
5th April - Last day of term 1.
23rd April - 1st day of term 2 and 1st bush kinder session!!
25th April - Anzac Day holiday

The responsible pet program taught us about
dog safety. The children were so amazing and
sat and listened for over an hour! This is the
beginning of our discussions about what will
keep us safe at Bush kinder and when on
excursions. Thank you to all who came to the
Bush kinder info night, and for those who were
unable to come please remember that we are
available to answer any of your questions at any
time. To prepare the children we have
started our discussions about what keeps
us sate at bush kinder. It would also be
helpful to visit Braeside park on the holidays
to help the children feel secure in the
new environment.
It has been so lovely watching the children
form such lovely relationships this term and
we look forward to continuing them in term 2.

